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Hello Reader,  

Welcome to the May edition of the Key! 

This month we have an excellent Easter sermon from Rev James as well 

as some information on Church events, including the Church Walks, Hope 

Into Action training, and the upcoming celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee.  

There is also an article on the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven, and the 

usual Bible stories and activities to go with them.  

I’d like to draw particular attention to one of the poems, ‘The Refugee’ by 

Nigel Beeton. It really struck a chord with me at this time when the news is 

full of normal people like us whose lives changed overnight. We pray for 

peace, and we pray for comfort for all those in our world who are affected 

by conflict.  

I hope you have a good month and ‘see’ you at the next edition, 

With love 

Lisa.  

mailto:administrator@bromleyparishchurch.org


the    Sermon      May 2022 

This sermon has been kindly provided by Rev James, from the dawn service 

on Easter Day.  

 

One of my favourite moments of the year is the time before this service, when 

I am in church, pottering about as I set up. The church is in darkness, and I 

just sit for a while as the light starts to build towards dawn, as the birds begin 

to sing, it is incredibly peaceful and still with that frisson anticipation of all that 

is to come.  

Yet those moments of stillness and peace bear no resemblance to that first 

Easter morning we see in our Gospel. There we have Mary Magdalene in tur-

moil at the trauma of Jesus’ death and his hasty burial without proper prepa-

ration, hurrying to the tomb at first light to recover what she can of the situa-

tion by doing what she can to anoint the body. Only to see that the stone has 

moved, so she runs, runs back to tell to Peter and the disciple whom Jesus 

loved, who immediately run back to the tomb to see what is going on. Peter, 

who is likely a bit more middle aged, you can imagine puffing along behind 

the other younger disciple, but typically barrelling straight into the tomb to see 

what happened. Seeing the empty tomb they immediately set off to tell the 

others, leaving Mary overwhelmed by it all, in distress over what has hap-

pened to Jesus, until his voice cuts through it all.  

The only still and peaceful place in the running about and high emotion is re-

ally the empty tomb, the place of death and nothingness, which this story is 

not about. One of the things to draw from this is that actually Easter hap-

pened amidst the chaos and rush of life, not removed from it. It is very easy to 

isolate Easter as a single special day, we have built up to it with a week of 

services, we have got up at an unreasonable hour to mark something special. 

And indeed it is important, but only if we see it connected to life as it goes on 

around us, because that it where its meaning and relevance is. It is in the  
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confusion of doubt and despair of the disciples that it happens, not removed 

from it, not delivered as a nice clearly written explanation they can sit down 

and discuss. It is there as part of life and everything else that happens in it.  

If the peace before the service is one of my favourite times of year, then con-

versely one of my least is actually preparing the sermons for today. I think it is 

a pressure most preachers feel, and actually a lot of the time I think Easter 

sermons are not always the best. There is too much to do and often the temp-

tation is to fit in close to 2000 years of theology, debate and pastoral practice, 

or to try and construct a logical case based on evidence, or generally do an 

awful lot in quite a small amount of space. And it doesn’t always work.  

What we see this morning in our reading is none of that, there is chaos and 

confusion – what is going on what does it all mean. Nothing is really ex-

plained, implications we know will take weeks to begin to be worked out as 

Jesus appears to his disciples and teaches them what is going on before his 

ascension, for the church more widely it will take centuries of vigorous and 

occasionally violent debate to hash out the basic language and concepts that 

are all foundational to how we understand and discuss faith. Even in the early 

church the process of learning about the faith was long – some suggest up to 

3 years, others a mere lengthy series of talks before and after baptism. It 

takes time to work it all out and that is not what we see on that first morning.  

What we have instead is scene of life in its confusions and its lows especially 

at this point, but cutting through that is just a glimmer of hope, that things can 

be different. In her distress Mary hears Jesus’ voice, something she is attuned 

to – and in it the possibility of all changing, of longed for hopes resurrecting, 

of the pattern of pain and disappointment she has known being broken for ev-

er. She might not understand quite what or how, but that sense at Jesus’ 

voice of something else being possible is there and it is real, more real per-

haps than the other things of her life.  
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Easter is not a static thing found in the silence of set days and elaborate ritu-

al, rich and important as it is, we like Mary are commanded not to hold onto 

the moments but go and tell others about it. What do we communicate, what 

is it that draws people into thinking deeply about the things of God – it is that 

voice that cuts through the things of our lives, and says it can be different, it 

can be hopeful, that no matter what happens as life continues to buffet about 

through times of joy and sadness, that there is a hope which we can find and 

hold on to. That essence, that moment, that possibility – that is what happens 

this day by a tomb in Jerusalem, it is what happens for us here in suburban 

London, the world has been changed and we can change with it if we want to. 

The starting point  for all journeys of faith and understanding, the rest can 

come later. The question for us, the question facing all people, is if we hear 

that voice of promise calling our name, are we willing to respond.  
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26
th

 May: Ascension Day 

Where did Jesus go at the Ascension? 

 

In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’ ascension all you can see are his feet! As 
we celebrate the event this month, it prompts the question ‘where did Jesus 
go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand’ (1 
Peter 3:22). However, the New Testament tells us three things about what Je-
sus is doing at the Father’s side. 

At Pentecost Peter said that Jesus is ‘exalted to the right hand of God, He 
has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 
what you now see and hear…“The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right 
hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority and power 
at the heart of the universe.  By pouring out the gift of the Holy Spirit upon us, 
Jesus gives us a foretaste of the life of heaven ie eternal life, forgiveness, 
healing, release and God’s provision for our lives. 

When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to death by the 
Jewish authorities he points out, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our experience of heaven is 
only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and setbacks. Howev-
er, Jesus is still on the throne! We are called to trust him daily.  

The Bible also tells us that  ‘Christ Jesus who died….is interceding for 
us.’ (Romans 8:34, cf Hebrews 7:25). Even when we don’t know how to pray, 
we have the assurance that Jesus is already praying for us! He knows our 
needs even better than we do ourselves, so when we feel condemned or de-
feated in our Christian lives, we have somebody on our side! 

The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate pres-
ence of God, and both transcends and embraces our present experience. 
This truth lies at the heart of the up language used to describe the event. 

‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the One who is in heaven can be 
present simultaneously anywhere and everywhere on earth: the ascension 
therefore means that Jesus is available, accessible, without people having to 
travel to a particular spot on the earth to find Him.’ (Tom Wright). 

Saint’s Day plus Picture Parable, Puzzle, Mouse Makes, Bible Bite, Poems and Prayers 

and other articles are courtesy of Parish Pump unless stated otherwise. 
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Please use this space to pass messages on to the Church community – whether it 
is a prayer request, a thank you, a craft idea, a recipe... 

 
 

 

 

Church Rooms for hire. 

Available for hire for meetings, study and Exercise Classes, etc. 

We have varied, comfortable, no smoking accommodation with 
kitchen facilities and disabled access and toilet facilities to the 

rooms. 

 
Rooms can be viewed on: 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org 
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Across 
1  Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11) 
9  ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) 
(7) 
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his 
side’(Exodus32:27)(5) 
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the tem-
ple was torn from— to bottom (Matthew 27:51) 
(3) 
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4) 
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the good he 
ought——and doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 4:17) 
(2,2) 
17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6) 
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4) 
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has 
he removed our transgressions from us’ (Psalm 
103:12) (4) 
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6) 
22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a basin 
and began to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 13:5) 
(4) 
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which 
swallowed up the good ears in Pharaoh’s dream 
(Genesis 41:23) (4) 
25 Has(anag.)(3) 
28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham and Ja-
pheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5) 
29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that they...sleep 
for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3) 
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and 

is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16) 
(11) 
 
Down 
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5) 
3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 
12:20) (4) 
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
— appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (4) 
5  Slip (anag.) (4) 
6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — 
into the door, and he will become your servant 
for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4) 
7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11) 
8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to 
all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11) 
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6) 
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3) 
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even death 
on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5) 
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7) 
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her 
tears’(Luke7:38)(3) 
24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or Shiva
(5) 
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4) 
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where does 
my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4) 
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be 
taken from Jerusalem and Judah as judgment 
on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4) 

A
n

s
w

e
rs

: 

A
C

R
O

S
S

: 
1

, 
O

v
e

rw
h

e
lm

e
d
. 

9
, 

V
a

lle
y
s
. 

1
0
, 
S

tr
a

p
. 
1

1
, 

T
o

p
. 

1
3
, 

R
e

e
l.
 1

6
, 
T

o
 d

o
. 
1

7
, 
In

c
it
e

. 
1

8
, 
L

o
a

d
. 
2

0
, 

W
e
s
t.
 2

1
, 

N
o
ti
c
e

. 
2

2
, 
W

a
s
h

. 
2

3
, 
T

h
in

. 
2

5
, 

A
s
h
. 

2
8
, 
N

o
-

a
h
’s

. 
2

9
, 
E

v
e

r 
n

o
t.
 3

0
, 
O

n
e
s
ip

h
o

ru
s
. 
 

D
O

W
N

: 
2

, 
V

a
lu

e
. 
3

, 
R

e
e
d

. 
4
, 

H
o

s
t.
 5

, 
L

is
p

. 
6

, 
E

a
r 

lo
b
e

. 
7

, 
O

v
e

rf
lo

w
in

g
. 

8
, 
O

p
p
o

rt
u

n
it
y
. 

1
2
, 
O

b
ta

in
. 
1

4
, 

L
id

. 
1

5
, 
A

 c
ro

s
s
. 

1
9
, 

A
b

s
ta

in
. 

2
0
, 
W

e
t.
 2

4
, 
H

in
d
u

. 
2

5
, 

A
s
k
s
. 

2
6
, 

H
e

lp
. 
2

7
, 

H
e

ro
. 



the                                       Puzzles          May 2022 

Sudoku: 

Fit the numbers 1-9 

into each row, column, 

and 3x3 square. 
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Prayer for May  

 

Dear Father in Heaven, 

As we thank you for May, this most beautiful of months, we are aware that 
not everything in your world is beautiful; not every attitude or action is beauti-
ful, or kind, or just. 

There is so much pain and suffering in the world that we can sometimes feel 
overwhelmed. Help us, Lord to remember that Jesus came to bring all this 
brokenness together, to bring reconciliation and wholeness.  Thank you that 
by His life, death and resurrection Jesus overcame death for ever. Thank 
you that He ascended into heaven so that the Holy Spirit could come to live 
in believers, to give strength and power and resilience, so that Your work 
goes on. 

Thank you that nothing in all creation - no evil attacks, no illness, no human 
powers, no circumstances at all - can ever separate us from Your love.  

We will not be overwhelmed as we keep our eyes on You. 

We may not always understand, but we acknowledge You to be the Lord, 
who reigns over all - and we are thankful. 

 

In Jesus name. Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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The travellers 

 

They travelled together sad and forlorn 

With all of their dreams shattered and torn, 

It started so well, their hopes were high 

Never to guess that He would die. 

 

The Man joined the two as they walked along, 

He asked why their faces were sad and long, 

‘Have you not heard?’ disbelieving they cried 

‘How the One we followed was crucified?’ 

 

Opening the scriptures He began to unfold 

How the Christ should suffer as written of old, 

It was not a disaster, but all of God’s plan 

That one should come as Redeemer of man. 

 

They listened enraptured as slowly they saw 

The purpose of God revealed in the Law 

The Prophets and Psalms, it’s all about Him 

The One who should come and rescue from sin. 

 

O that eyes should be opened and scripture made plain, 

To see Christ in its pages again and again, 

That just like the travellers I too should see 

The Master, the Saviour dying for me. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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Nigel Beeton writes:  ‘Now our thoughts are overshadowed by the terrible sit-
uation in the Ukraine. I looked at the masses of people on the station plat-
forms, and I thought, “only a couple of months ago, each one of those peo-
ple had a life, a home, a shop to buy food, perhaps somewhere to grow daf-
fodils, maybe a church to worship God, and their own hopes and dreams for 
the future. Now they are just part of a mass of people shuffling towards a 
westbound train.’ 

 

The Refugee 
  
All that I was, I no longer am 
All that I have, I hold in my hand 
My home, my love, my world are all gone 
One among thousands, I shuffle along. 
  
Only last week I knew who I was 
All that has gone, and only because 
Someone in a land a long way away 
Turned life into hell one terrible day. 
  
He started a war, his heart icy cold 
He rained down his hell on the young and the old 
I ran for my life for I had no choice 
And nobody heard the fear in my voice. 
  
Everything’s gone, and all that is ‘me’ 
Summed up in a word – the word ‘refugee’. 
I have no control, no say in my fate 
Just one in a crowd, I stand and I wait. 
  
Waiting for what? The future’s unclear, 
For armed men have taken all that I held dear 
Along with my hopes, and all I had planned 
All swept away by the tanks in my land. 
  
One thing alone puts a smile on my face 
A far nicer stranger has come to this place; 
A bed for the night? A cup of hot tea? 
And - best of all - someone who sees me as me. 
 
By Nigel Beeton 
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Sunday 1 May 

Easter 3 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

Monday 2 May 

11.30am Bank Holiday organ recital 

Tuesday 3 May 
11.00am Toddler Praise 
2.30pm Funeral t/l Douglas Bull 
7.30pm Bell ringing practice  

Wednesday 4 May 

Church closed for private prayer to-
day due to electrical works 
Thursday 5 May 

10.00am Healing Prayer meeting - 

prayers are said from homes  

7.30pm Choir practice 

Saturday  

2.00pm Rehearsal for confirmation 

candidates 

 

Sunday 8 May 

Easter 4 

9.00am Breakfast Church  
10.30am Parish Eucharist  
6.30pm Confirmation service led by 
Bishop Simon followed by refresh-
ments 

Monday 9 May 
10.00am Funeral Enid Knight 
7.30pm Living in Love and Faith 
course, refreshments from 7.15pm 

Tuesday 10 May 
11.00am Toddler Praise  
7.30pm Bell ringing practice  

Wednesday 11 May 
12noon -2pm Church open for private 
prayer 
8.00pm Ministry Team meeting 

Thursday 12 May 
2.15pm Fellowship 
7.30pm Choir practice 

Friday 13 May 

10.00am Church Walk, bluebell walk 
through the woods at Petts Wood 

7.00pm Quarter peal 

Saturday 14 May 

10.00am – 12noon Gardening Club 

 

Sunday 15 May 

Easter 5 

10.30am All age Worship 

11.30am APCM 

Monday 16 May 
7.30pm Living in Love and Faith 
course, refreshments from 7.15pm 

Tuesday 17 May 
11.00am Toddler Praise 
7.30pm Bell ringing practice 
7.30pm Children’s Committee meet-
ing - church 

Wednesday 18 May 
12noon-2pm Church open for private 
prayer 
8.00pm PCC meeting 

 
Thursday 19 May 
7.30pm Choir practice 

Friday 20 May 
2.45pm Funeral John Ross-Martyn 

Saturday 21 May 
10.00am – 3.00pm Hope Into Action 
Training Day – St. Augustine’s 
Church 
11.30am Saturday Morning Recital 
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Sunday 22 May 
Easter 6 
9.00am Breakfast Church 
10.30am Parish Eucharist 
3.00pm Creative Funtime 

Monday 23
 
May 

7.30pm Living in Love and Faith 
course, refreshments from 7.15pm 

Tuesday 24 May  
11.00am Toddler Praise 
7.30pm Bell ringing practice 

Wednesday 25 May 
12noon -2.00pm Private Prayer 
7.00pm Hope Into Action prayer 
meeting 

Thursday 26 May 
Ascension Day 
2.15pm Fellowship 
8.00pm Ascension Day service 
Saturday 28 May 
2.00pm Wedding Blessing Donglin 
 
Sunday 29 May 
Sunday after Ascension 
10.30am Parish Eucharist 
Monday 30 May 
7.30pm Living in Love and Faith 
course, refreshments from 7.15pm 
Tuesday 31 May 
No Toddler Praise – half term 
7.30pm Bell ringing practice 
 
Advance dates 
Saturday 4 June 
2.00pm – 5.00pm Celebrate the 
Queen’s platinum jubilee with us in 
the church garden 

Morning Prayer is said daily at 

8.00am in the Children’s Chapel 

The Children’s Chapel is open daily 

for prayer  

Church is open on Wednesdays 
between 12noon and 2pm for private 
prayer when consecrated bread is 
available for those who wish to re-
ceive. 

Updates to services and events will 

be posted on our website 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org  

To join Sunday worship online please 
visit our website 
www.bromleyparishchurch.org and 
follow the link on our homepage. 

Please continue to wear face masks 
in the church building. 
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