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Vicar 

Reverend James Harratt 

vicar@bromleyparishchurch.org 

 
Parish Office Hours: 9:30am to 12 noon 

020 8464 5244 – please use this number for all enquiries  

Contact: Lynn Hedges, Parish Administrator 

administrator@bromleyparishchurch.org 

 
For contributions to the Key, or if you would like to receive the Key by 
email, please contact thekeyeditor@gmail.com 

Dear Reader,  

 

Wishing you all a very happy New Year! I also hope you enjoyed the 

Christmas period.  

This is a shorter than normal edition of the Key as like many people I’m a 

bit behind on tasks going into the New Year. There are many of the usual 

features though and also news of the return of the very popular Lychgate 

Lunch, which I’m sure many of you will look forward to!  

I hope you are having a good January so far and ‘see’ you at the next edi-

tion, 

With love 

Lisa 

mailto:administrator@bromleyparishchurch.org


Saint’s Day plus Picture Parable, Puzzle, Mouse Makes, Bible Bite, Poems and Prayers 

and other articles are courtesy of Parish Pump unless stated otherwise. 
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14
th

 January:  St Felix of Nola, saved by a spider’s web 

 

What do you do when you find a large spider web in your house? If you ever 
feel some sympathy for the spider who went to all that trouble, then Felix is a 
good patron saint for you. He was saved by such a spider, spinning such a 
web.   

 

Felix had been born to a Syrian soldier who had retired to Nola, near Naples 
in Italy.   When his father died, Felix gave his property and money away, and 
was ordained by St Maximus of Nola. Felix went to work with him, ministering 
to the people of Nola.   

 

Then Decius, the Roman Emperor, began another persecution of the Chris-
tians.  Maximus escaped to the mountains, but Felix was arrested and badly 
beaten. Legend has it that he was rescued – and freed from captivity - by an 
angel. In any case, Felix followed Maximus and found him sick and in need. 
Felix hid him in an empty building, and prayed for God’s protection. The sol-
diers were out looking for the two men, but then a spider arrived at the door of 
the building where they were hiding. The spider spun such a magnificent web 
across the door that it fooled the imperial soldiers into thinking the building 
was long abandoned. The spider saved Maximus and Felix that day, and the 
two men stayed on the run until Decius’ death in 251. 

 

After that, the people of Nola wanted Felix as their bishop. But Felix refused, 
and returned to farming his lands; giving the poor most of the food that he 
managed to grow. Though Felix went on to die naturally, he was still thought 
of as a martyr, or ‘witness’ because he had suffered torture, imprisonment and 
privations in the persecution. Felix did not mind: he served a King who was 
not of this world, and he looked forward to a better future life with that King in 
a new heaven and a new earth. 
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Please use this space to pass messages on to the Church community – whether it 
is a prayer request, a thank you, a craft idea, a recipe... 

 
 

Lychgate Lunch 

 

Lychgate Lunch returns on Wednesday the 1 st of February 2023 at the 
slightly later time of 

12.30pm. 

Please sign up in advance on the sheet in church or call Lynn in the church 
office on 020 

8464 5244 if you would like to come. 

Price is £3.50 for a two course hot meal - pay on the door. 

 

All are very welcome! 
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Sudoku: 

Insert numbers 1-9 in 

every row, column and 

3x3 box.  
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Across 
1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that 
moment a — began to crow’ (John 
18:27) (4) 
3 Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)  
8 Perform on a musical instrument 
(1 Samuel 16:23) (4)  
9 Paul describes it as ‘the third 
heaven’ (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)  
11 Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)  
14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)  
15 Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)  
17 Predicted site of the final great bat-
tle (Revelation 16:16) (10)  
20 Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 
35:18) (8)  
21 One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 
Chronicles 7:36) (4) 
22 For example, London, Paris, Rome 
(8)  
23 United Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel (1,1,1,1) 
 

Down 
1 Favourite church activity: Fellow-
ship round a — — — (3,2,3)  
2 Divinely bestowed powers or tal-
ents (8)  
4 Pile together (1 Thessalonians 
2:16) (4,2)  
5 Commanded to justify (John 8:13) 
(10) 
6 Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 
1:5) (4)  
7 Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)  
10 One of Graham Kendrick’s best-
known songs, — — King (3,7)  
12 Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)  
13 Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)  
16 He prophesied ‘the abomination 
that causes desolation’ (Matthew 
24:15) (6)  
18 British Board of Film Classification 
(1,1,1,1)  
19 Pans (anag.) (4) 
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New Year 

(Gal 3:29, Mt 28:20) 

 

Jesus, 

Heir of the promise, 

Hope of the years, 

You are here. 

 

Help us Lord, 

To know that You are there, too, 

Before us 

As You are behind us, 

Already in the new moment, 

The new day, 

The new year. 

 

Help us Lord  

To delight in Your company, 

To walk Your safe way, 

To shine Your clear light 

Of hope for the year. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Nigel Beeton writes:  Although of course we will heartily wish one another a Happy 
New Year, we have to be honest and realise that for very many the future in gen-
eral, and the new year in particular, holds a great deal to be feared. War, energy 
costs, inflation, we’ve all just come through a nasty pandemic. The future looks 
very frightening indeed. 

So it did for the Israelites in the time of Jeremiah. Exiled to Babylon, surrounded by 
their enemies and by false prophets, there was nothing whatsoever for them to 
look forward to.  

And yet, in Jeremiah 29:11-13 we read this promise by God to His people:  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on Me and 
come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find me when 
you seek Me with all your heart.” Because of our faithful God, we can truly say: 
Happy New Year! 

 

My plans for you 

  

When your troubles are great  

And you fear so much 

When you’ve gone to a land far away; 

When all those that you love 

Are far out of touch 

And you’re scared of the night and the day. 

  

                “I know,” says the Lord, “of My plans for you, 

                “Plans for good not for ill – you will see! 

                “Your future and hope in My plans for you 

                “When you pray, and you call out to Me!” 

  

When the darkness surrounds 

And the night is long 

When the storm’s blowing hard on your door; 

When your bones ache with pain 

And you feel so wrong 

And you really can’t take any more.       

            Continued overleaf 
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                “I know,” says the Lord, “of My plans for you, 

                “Plans for good not for ill – you will see! 

                “Your future and hope in My plans for you 

                “When you pray, and you call out to Me!” 

  

When your world has gone wrong 

Though you’ve tried so hard 

And the ends never seem quite to meet; 

The betrayal of friends 

Leave you deeply scarred 

And it all seems to end in defeat. 

  

   “I know,” says the Lord, “of My plans for you, 

                “Plans for good not for ill – you will see! 

                “Your future and hope in My plans for you 

                “When you pray, and you call out to Me!” 

  

When you seek you shall find 

If you search for Me 

You be sure that I will do My part; 

You know I will be found 

And I’ll hear your plea 

When you search with the whole of your heart! 

  

                “I know,” says the Lord, “of My plans for you, 

                “Plans for good not for ill – you will see! 

                “Your future and hope in My plans for you 

                “When you pray, and you call out to Me!” 

  

 By Nigel Beeton 
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A Dressing Prayer 

 

Bless to me, O God, my body and my soul; 

Bless to me, O God, belief, condition whole; 

Bless to me, O God, my heart, my speaking too, 

And bless to me, O God, the things my hands do; 

And, O God of virtues, thine own way be blest, 

Till at the close of day I lie down to rest.   

 

From an ancient Celtic prayer 

 

 

A Prayer for Students 

 

Grant, O Lord, to all students, to know what is worth knowing, to love what is 
worth loving, to praise what delights You most, to value what is precious in 
Your sight and to reject what is evil in Your eyes.  Grant them true discern-
ment to distinguish between different things.  Above all, may they search out 
and do what is most pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

By Thomas a Kempis 
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Sunday 1 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

10.30am Said Communion 

Wednesday 4 

11.30am Funeral Italia Maria Williams 

No Midweek service 

12.30pm -2.00pm Church open for 
private   

Prayer 

Thursday 5 

2.15pm Fellowship 

7.30pm Choir practice 

Saturday 7 

4.00pm Christmas Tree Festival set 
down 

 

Sunday 8 

Epiphany 

9.00am Breakfast Church 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

Tuesday 10 

11.00am Toddler Praise 

7.30pm Bell ringing practice  

Wednesday 11 

12noon Midweek service 

12.30pm -2pm Church open for pri-
vate prayer 

5.15pm Pastoral meeting 

Thursday 12 

2.15pm Fellowship 

7.30pm Choir Practice 

Saturday 14 

9am -4pm First Aid Course 

 

Sunday 15 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

8.30am Holy Communion (CW) 

              10.30am All age Worship 
with Communion  

           

Tuesday 17 

11.00am Toddler Praise  

7.30pm Bell ringing practice  

Wednesday 18 

12noon Midweek service 

12.30pm-2.00pm Church open for pri-
vate prayer 

8.00pm PCC meeting 

Thursday 19 

7.30 Choir practice 

Saturday 21 

10.30am-2.30pm Full peal  

 

Sunday 22 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

9.00am Breakfast Church 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesday 24 

11.00am Toddler Praise 

7.30pm Bell ringing practice 

Wednesday 25 

12noon Midweek service 

12.30pm-2.00pm private prayer 

Thursday 26 

2.15pm Fellowship 

7.30pm Choir practice 

Friday 27 

7.00pm-8.30pm Quarter peal 

Saturday 28 

4.00pm -5.30pm Quarter peal 

 

Sunday 29 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

9.00am Congregational Breakfast  

10.30am Parish Eucharist  

Tuesday 31 

11.00am Toddler Praise 

7.30pm Bell ringing practice 
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Morning Prayer is said daily at 8.00am in the Children’s Chapel, everyone is 

welcome. 

The Children’s Chapel is open daily for prayer and Church is open for pri-

vate prayer on Wednesdays between 12noon and 2pm, consecrated bread 

is available for those who wish to receive. 

To join Sunday worship online please visit our website 
www.bromleyparishchurch.org and follow the link on our homepage. 

Updates to services and events are posted on our website 
www.bromleyparishchurch.org  

http://www.bromleyparishchurch.org
http://www.bromleyparishchurch.org

