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Dear Reader,  

Thank you for picking up this December edition of the Key!  

There are lots of activities happening in our Church this Advent and Christ-

mas, including singing events, the Christmas Tree Festival, the Nativity 

service… Please do attend and enjoy 

them! Lots of details can be found 

here in the magazine to fill your diary 

from. 

We also have two sermons for reflec-

tion, and all the usual features.  

I hope you enjoy the magazine and I 

wish each and every one of you a 

very happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Many thanks to everyone who has 

contributed to the Key this year, par-

ticularly to those who provide their 

sermons, and to Lynn who collates a 

lot of the items for me.  

With love, Lisa   



For this edition we have two sermons, to begin with is the sermon from the Memori-
al Service, lead by Rev. James.  
The second sermon is from Bishop Jonathan, from the Remembrance Sunday ser-
vice at our Church.   
 
Memorial Service 2023 
 
It’s good to be with you this evening as we come to remember those who we love 
but see no longer. For some of us that has been an absence felt for a very long 
time, for some of us much more recent. All of us come because we are affected by 
grief; it is something we share as a gathering this evening, though not fully for each 
of our griefs is as individual as those whom we mourn.  
One of the great privileges as a minister is to come and meet with you and listen to 
those individual stories, to try and weave them into the funeral service and address. 
It always seems like an daunting task at the outset, and yet it nearly always isn’t, 
because what happens time after time is that you sit and begin to talk, and what 
comes to the fore are stories of warmth and love and care – no matter how long or 
how painfully short a life it was – these stories come out, favourite memories,  well-
rehearsed family anecdotes, sometimes well-trodden family tales that have been 
honed and polished to a fine story, sometimes stories raw and unformed to the 
point that they have never been uttered before. All I do is take these which come 
out rather haphazardly and arrange them into some sort of order.  
 
All these stories and more work because they connect with people there and spark 
memories and thoughts and images of their own, it’s a catalyst for more memories 
and moments which enrich a life.  
 
And why is this important – because how we know and remember people is 
through our stories – rich memories which are far more than simple bald state-
ments of fact but something which bears something of the vital life of those whom 
we miss; something almost tangible as we remember them.  If death is the ultimate 
isolation in cutting us off from those we mourn, remembering undoes that to a de-
gree, reuniting us with what was so vibrant in their life.  
 
Remembering is not always easy, often our memories which are fragmentary, when 
someone dies its like their picture is smashed and scattered to the winds, we hold 
onto bits but not everything, and as we continue to remember by ourselves or with 
others, then more and more can be rediscovered and reassembled. The picture will 
never be the same quite – that can leave us with a sense of guilt over the things we 
forget and regret over how things will never be the same again. But the more we 
remember the more we can hold on to. 
 
But as we remember, that is often tempered by the sense of grief, the magnitude of 
our loss. People often talk about grief, thinking they are being kind as if it is some-
thing we get over, to get behind us in life as we move on in our lives ahead, as we 
recall and remember we perhaps see new things, new possibilities. It would be  
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easy to say that things get better or more hopeful, but with grief I don’t think that is 
true, it’s never got over or left behind, we carry it with us in a multitude of ways, we 
don’t get over it, but we can look at it differently. We can look at it more hopefully. 
How? 
 
I chose the reading by Malcolm Guite because it is interesting reflection on Psalm 
92 – a relentlessly chipper psalm that praises the goodness of God.  
 
It starts - is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
    to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
    and your faithfulness by night, 
 
 to the music of the lute and the harp, 
    to the melody of the lyre. 
 
For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; 
    at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
 
I doubt you are feeling particularly that way this evening- but Guite starts in a differ-
ent way  
 
My Lord will bring me through my darkest hour, 
And I will praise him in the morning light 
And contemplate his wisdom and his power 
 
It starts with a recognition of sadness and difficulty and grief, which are not denied 
but can be withstood because of a greater context, the context of Gods unending 
love and care. You get the image in the stanza of a rooted tree the idea of some-
thing greater to offer security and shelter as well as nourishment and goodness.  
 
For Guite that comes form his faith expressed in that reading from Romans talks 
about power of love in difficult times. He asks what power there is that can separate 
us from love and answers it by saying that there is nothing. 
 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things pre-
sent, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The great hope of the Christian faith is that all we experience in this world – the 
memories, the love we share with others, does not end at death, but continues with 
God. A God who in his love for us and our world, came to live our life, to share our 
struggles and pain, who lived and died, but could not be held by death, rising to 
new life and destroying the hold that death has on this world.  A God in whose love 
we live and move in and which we cannot be separated,  so that one day mourning,  
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and crying and pain will be no more.  
 
This hope is important, because I believe it enables us to look forward, not to keep 
holding the past memories together as they were, but rather keeping the love we 
have for those whom we miss, knowing they are safe in the greater love of God, 
which nothing can keep us from.  
 
Memories are not just about the past, you see they also connect us to the future, 
with hope and with life, with the hope that we will see again those whom we mourn 
for, and that until that time we continue to live our lives supported and formed by 
the love we continue to have for them. The more we remember, the more we see 
how strong this link is.  
 
And so today as candles are lit to help us remember to help us see that in the dark-
ness of this world, in the uncertainty we hold about death, that there is hope that in 
the end light will overcome the darkness, that hope will defeat despair, that love re-
ally is stronger than death. That it is the steadfast love of God ever holds us and 
those we mourn for, and that cannot ever be changed.  
 
Amen. 
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Remembrance Sunday Address     Matthew 5: 1-12 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

It seems hard to remember a more uncertain and challenging time in the life of our 

nation and world than we are going through at present.  Of course, generations be-

fore ours went through the horrors of two world wars, and the years in which many 

of us grew up witnessed the Cold War and the threat of nuclear annihilation.  But 

the last few years seem to have multiplied the threats the world is facing, with the 

pandemic, the war in Ukraine and now in Gaza, alongside the climate crisis and 

global migration and the potential of people movements on an unprecedented 

scale, not forgetting the rise of Artificial Intelligence and of cyber-warfare. 

The world’s problems perhaps more than ever are complex and intractable.  There 

are no simple cut-and-dried solutions, and anyone who tells you there are, is a fool 

or a charlatan, or perhaps both.  So please rest assured that I am not going to give 

you a potted guide to solving the world’s crises or a commentary on what our politi-

cians should or should not be doing about all of these issues.  That would not be 

appropriate on such an occasion as this – and neither do I think that is my job as a 

Bishop in the Church of England! 

What I want to do instead is to ask some questions of us as people – and to try and 

respond to those questions from within the resources of the Christian faith, and par-

ticularly from the Bible reading we have just heard, from what is known as the 

“Sermon on the Mount”. 

And the first question is this: what kind of people do we need to be at a time like 

this?  What kind of people do we need to be in order to cope with and find our way 

through the time of radical uncertainty and indeed of chronic anxiety that we cur-

rently seem to be experiencing? And related to that, what kind of leaders do we 

need – not just in politics but in every area of life – to guide us through these 

times? 

And the answer to those questions I believe is contained to a great extent in these 

few short sentences, often referred to as the Beatitudes.  Taken together, these 

sayings encapsulate the kind of people we are called to be and need to be as we 

live through a time of uncertainty and even of crisis. 

What Jesus offers here is not a set of political principles but a different way of being 

that can lead us to respond to the situations and events we face in a radically differ-

ent manner, which is profoundly at odds with so much of what we see in contempo-

rary life and leadership. 

Rather than going through each of these sayings, I want to group them together to  
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draw out some of the key themes for us to think about, starting with the words 

“Blessed are those who mourn.”  This is not just about God comforting those who 

are facing bereavement and loss – though that is certainly intended here as well. It 

is also about being people who lament and mourn what we see going on around us 

– who are touched by the suffering they see and who are moved to respond with 

compassion.  This takes us to the heart of the Christian faith – that we are called to 

love our neighbours as ourselves.  This in itself does not prescribe any particular 

course of action, but it is about our fundamental attitude and orientation towards 

what we see going on around us.  This is where we must start. 

The second theme I want to explore is to do with what Jesus says about being 

meek and poor in spirit.  Those can sound a little wishy-washy and even weak – 

what could they really contribute when there are so many challenges and problems 

to be addressed?  But what Jesus is advocating here is the value of humility and 

gentleness as opposed to the arrogance that leads to hubris and a crushing fall.  

Greek mythology and Shakesperean tragedy are full of characters who over-

reached themselves and fell with a mighty crash.  We have seen plenty of those in 

today’s world, from politicians to crypto-currency billionaires. 

And then there is the affirmation and blessing of those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness – or for justice as we might say – and who do so with pureness of 

heart, with honesty and integrity.  We need that kind of zeal – we need people at 

every level who will work for what is right and just for the good of all – and not just 

for themselves or their own section of society.  We need politicians who will do that 

– recognising of course that people will have different and even conflicting visions 

of what society should be like and what role governments should play – recognising 

too that there are times when resisting and responding to aggression is part of the 

pursuit of justice and the establishment of true peace.  But we also need citizens, 

ordinary people like you and me, who will live like that and work for the good of all 

in our local communities and in the wider world – including out of concern for the 

natural environment in its incredible diversity and its frightening vulnerability. 

Fourthly, and these are perhaps the themes that resonate with us most strongly on 

Remembrance Sunday, Jesus praises those who are merciful in their dealings with 

others and those who are peacemakers.  My goodness me, how much we need 

people like that in today’s world – most obviously in relations between people and 

nations, but also in our relationships with one another, whether it’s to do with sav-

agery of social media or the normalisation of anger and hate within our political dis-

course – of the kind we have seen on the streets of London this weekend.  We 

need to say enough is enough and to work instead towards better ways of disa-

greeing and of working together to find long-term solutions to intractable problems  
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like the crises in housing, social care, or the future of the health service. 

And finally, we need people and leaders who are prepared to stand up and be 

counted, contending for what is right and in the interests of all – not just chasing 

votes and short-term popularity.  Jesus calls us to be ready to put up with some 

grief and maybe even some persecution by being prepared to challenge what is 

happening around us – to be whistle-blowers and counter-cultural prophets for a 

different and more sustainable way of living – but doing so in ways that reflect the 

other values of humility and respect for others that we have spoken of already. 

There are no easy answers to the multiple and complex challenges that we face in 

today’s world.  What is clear to me is that the solutions to these challenges will not 

be found in the realm of politics alone.  They will be found in a revolution of hearts 

and minds, starting with individuals and small groups (the political philosopher Ed-

mund Burke referred to them as our “little platoons”).  They will be found as we 

learn to recapture some of the virtues that led those who went before us to lay 

down their lives in the pursuit of justice and peace, in the service of this nation and 

of humanity, whom we honour today. 

We cannot achieve this on our own.  We need one another and we need also 

God’s guidance – the kind of guidance that is contained in Jesus’ words that we 

read today.  We need above all God’s help to enable us to rise to the challenge and 

to start to build a world that is more in line with his plan and purpose for us.  There 

are no easy or quick answers – but with God on our side there is always hope and 

in Jesus Christ we have seen already his victory over evil and death.  May we have 

the courage to follow where he leads, to live as citizens of his kingdom of justice, 

mercy, and peace, and so find ourselves to be blessed indeed as children of God.  

Amen. 

 

The Rt Revd Dr Jonathan Gibbs    12
th

 November 2023 
Bishop of Rochester 
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Saint’s Day plus Picture Parable, Puzzle, Mouse Makes, Bible Bite, Poems and Prayers 

and other articles are courtesy of Parish Pump unless stated otherwise. 
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6
th

 December  What’s in a (Christmas) Name? 

 

What do your family call him, that cheerful old man in a red robe and floppy 
hat who pops up everywhere at Christmas? Sometimes he’s Father Christ-
mas, sometimes Santa Claus, and in parts of Europe he’s Saint Nicholas. 
That’s his real name, abbreviated to ‘Santa Claus’ by Brits and Americans 
who don’t like to follow the Europeans, and then turned into a more homely, 
cuddly kind of name for the children. Whatever he’s called, his function is the 
same – delivering presents to children at Christmas. 

 

The first St Nicholas was bishop of Myra, in the country we now call Turkey, in 
the fourth century. He was known as the friend of the poor, and especially 
poor or abused children. At (or just before) Christmas he went around hand-
ing out presents to them, as well as rescuing some from dreadful circum-
stances. The red robe our modern Santa Claus wears may be a vague repre-
sentation of a bishop’s garment, and the floppy hat is his mitre!  

 

The original good bishop from 1600 years ago is remembered by the Church 
on 6

th
 December, and the lucky children in Belgium and the Netherlands get 

their presents then. 
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Maira GA Photography 

Hi, I am Maira, a local Bromley photographer. I will be offering mini Christmas 

themed sessions on Friday the 1st December. From each session I will be donat-

ing to CASPA and the Parish C of E Primary School SEND department.  Both are 

close to my heart.  CASPA has been providing invaluable support and enriching 

experiences to autistic / neurodivergent children, young people and their families 

since 2002.  I will also be providing the SEND department at Parish C of E Prima-

ry school with resources for the neurodivergent children that attend this prima-

ry.   Please pre book your session.  I will offer 3 high res images with a Christmas 

theme delivered via a private gallery on a password protected link. You will be free 

to print where you wish. Limited availability. mairagaphotography@gmail.com or 

via FB /mairagaphotography.  

 

mailto:mairagaphotography@gmail.com
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St Barnabas Community Choir 
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Sudoku: 

Insert numbers 1-9 

in every row, col-

umn and 3x3 box.  
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Across 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and 
spreads them out like a tent to live in’ (Isaiah 
40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when 
it returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a 
blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) 
(3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bild-
ad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite (Job 
2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the 
USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — 
(4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose for his 
confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 
 
Down 
1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  

3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance 
of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the governance of the 
Roman Catholic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with 
them on their second journey to Egypt (Genesis 
43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. 
Stop doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)  
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the 
son of man that you care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) 
(2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah 
(4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by 
Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would 
have preferred to wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from in-
side people (Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St 
George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 
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Christmas Prayer 2023 

 

Almighty Father,  

Thank you for your indescribable gift of Jesus – the Light of the world.  
Thank you that He brought light and life to all who received Him during His 
life on earth and that He still brings light and life to all who receive Him.  

Lord, how this broken world needs your light today. As we rejoice and give 
thanks for Christmas, we pray that the light of Jesus will pierce the darkness 
of self-interest and hatred - and change the hearts of those who do not love 
you or their neighbours.  

We pray that by the power of your Holy Spirit you will deliver your people 
from evil, and that Your kingdom will come on earth as in heaven. Thank 
you, Father, that because of Jesus, light will always shine in the darkness 
and the darkness will never be able to extinguish it.  

Glory and thanks and praise to You Father God, this Christmas and always. 

In Jesus’ saving and powerful name. 

Amen.                  By Daphne Kitching 

 

Christmas 2023 

 

The night before Christmas when all are abed, 

As reindeer and sleigh bells are heard overhead, 

Children still sleeping will early arise, 

With shouts of delights as they open each prize. 

 

A doll for Amanda, a toy solder for Jo? 

Ah, these are toys of long ago! 

Now it’s computers, a party dress, 

Gifts so expensive they’re meant to impress. 

 

But the real joy of Christmas forever will stay, 

As church bells and carols proclaim that glad day, 

As wise man and shepherds recount what they saw, 

Of Mary, her Baby -  and a bed full of straw.         By Megan Carter 
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Nigel Beeton writes: It’s surprising just how many Christmas Cards have pictures 
of robins on them. When you consider that robins are resident all year long, you 
have to wonder why they have such an association with Christmas! 

 

The Robin on my Christmas Card 

The Robin on my Christmas Card 

Upon a postbox, red – 

He fixed me with a gaze quite hard 

And this is what he said: 

  

“O, viewer of this Christmas card 

“I bet that you don’t know 

“Why I upon this card am here 

“To bring a yuletide glow?” 

  

I said to him, “O birdie, do 

“Reveal your secret deep 

“I see you all the yearlong through 

“And hear your joyful cheep!” 

  

“So why, O Robin, tell me why 

“When you’re around all year 

“On lawn, or branch, or in the sky 

“Why now this Christmas cheer?” 

  

He said to me that long ago 

The postmen you would see 

Their jackets vivid red would glow – 

“In fact, they looked like me!” 

  

“From then till now my bright red breast 

“And cheery trilling tweet 

“Has come upon the Christmas fest 

“To bring a Christmas treat!”    By Nigel Beeton 
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Many thanks to John for again preparing the minutes from the most recent 
PCC meeting to share with us via the Key.  

 

BROMLEY PARISH CHURCH 

PCC NOTES for the meeting on Wednesday 15
th

 November 2023 

  

Matters arising from previous minutes  

The new refrigerator had been purchased and installed in the kitchen.  

The additional tree work in the churchyard had been completed. However, 
one tree had come down in a recent storm. Nobody had been hurt, but minor 
damage had  been caused to a car parked nearby. 

Financial statements and reports  

Performance to end-September. Becky presented housekeeping figures, 
which showed income to date of £145,576 and expenditure at £137,842 – an 
overall surplus so far of £7,734  against a budgeted deficit of £1,209. Fair 
Shares continued to perform well following the recent campaign, with re-
ceipts some 25% over budget.  The Rooms and Youth Centre showed a sur-
plus after quota payments of £7,230 and the legacies account showed a 
payment of £1,000 from the estate of Ira Webber for which gratitude was ex-
pressed.  

Salaries for employees. It was agreed that payments to employees should 
be increased in line with changes in the London Living Wage.  

2024 Budget. Becky’s proposals for the coming year showed a projected in-
come of £208,100 and expenditure of £191,472, leading to a budgeted 
housekeeping surplus of £16,628. In discussion the proposed increase in 
Fair Shares income was reduced by £2,000, reflecting the recent loss of two 
major contributors. Budgeted income for Homesdale Road reflected the rent-
al agreement with Hope Into Action. A modest increase was anticipated for 
interest and dividends following a recent investment and changes in interest 
rates. In terms of expenditure the meeting agreed a Parish Offer of £78,631 
as proposed by the Diocese. Small changes might be required to reflect 
BPC’s policy of paying the London Living Wage to cleaners and also to in-
clude some Curate expenses late in the year. These were expected to lead 
to a revised housekeeping surplus of about £14,000. Subject to these 
changes the proposed budget was agreed unanimously.  

CCTV policy 

The CCTV system had recently been installed, and had already been used 
twice in conjunction with thefts of lead. It was now necessary to agree a  
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formal policy to govern the use of the system. James had adapted a model 
policy developed by the Church of England. This was unanimously ap-
proved. Members agreed that the churchwarden(s) should be nominally re-
sponsible for the system, and that this would be registered with the Security 
Industry Authority, who act as regulators.  
 Committee Reports 
The meeting received and adopted a report from the Standing & Finance 
Committee.  

Any other business 
It was reported that the taps in the Rooms end toilets were causing prob-
lems, often failing to turn off. It was agreed that they would be replaced, us-
ing taps of a quality suitable for use in public washrooms.  

Bell-tower. Work on the new sound control system had now started. The 
stonework around the louvre windows would now need to be checked, in line 
with the Diocesan Architect’s advice.  

Choir robes. Following the arrival of several new members it was agreed that 
new robes should be purchased, ideally paid for from Choir funds.  

Book of Gospels. It was agreed that the current book, which was in a state of 
disrepair, should be replaced. Funding would come from legacies.  

Christmas tree festival. This would be held again this year. It was agreed that 
a number of new trees could be purchased. Members of the congregation 
would be asked to help in preparations for the event. 

World Toilet Day. In line with the Eco-Committee’s suggestion, BPC mem-
bers would be encouraged to support the twinning scheme with donations to 
help  improve sanitation around the world. 

James informed members that a new Curate would be joining BPC in Sep-
tember 2024. She currently worships at Holy Trinity Penge.  

Diocesan Synod. James summarised the recent session at Dartford, which 
included an address from Bishop Jonathan and discussions on the Diocesan 
budget, which was continuing to show significant losses.   
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Morning Prayer is said daily at 9.15am in the Children’s Chapel, everyone 

is welcome. 

The Children’s Chapel is open daily for prayer and Church is open for 

private prayer on Wednesdays between 12.30pm and 2pm, consecrated 

bread is available for those who wish to receive 

To join Sunday worship online please visit our website 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org and follow the link on our homepage. 

Updates to services and events are posted on our website 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org 

http://www.bromleyparishchurch.org
http://www.bromleyparishchurch.org

