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Dear Reader,
Welcome and thank you for picking up this edition of the Key.
We have almost made it through another year!
This edition has a thoughtful sermon on prejudice by Rev. James, details
of Christmas services and activities and an update from the children’s work
team. We also have charity contributions from Footsteps International,
CAP (Christians Against Poverty) and JusB. There are Christmas-themed
poems, prayers and stories and some puzzles in case you need some time
to relax!
I hope you enjoy the magazine and wish you a happy and peaceful Advent, Christmas and New Year.
With love, Lisa.
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Here we continue the sermon series on Pastoral Principles. The third in the
series was ‘Acknowledging Prejudice’ and has been kindly provided by Reverend James.
I have been away for a bit, and part of that time was spent at a monastery
and theological college in Mirfield, West Yorkshire hearing talks about Richard
Hooker, the 16th century theologian who remains influential in certain strains
of Anglican theology. All very rarefied and over intellectualised and very
strange to do it amongst the mining and industrial villages of the Calder valley.
As I sat there, I thought to myself ‘How did I get here?’.
Strange – you see, the Harratt’s are a proud West Yorkshire family, generations lived and worked on the land, as publicans, down the mines across the
riding. My Grandad from South Elmsall worked at Frickley colliery, where he
managed to lose his hearing, and then his job thanks to the decline of the
British Coal industry. He then did various events setting up for horse shows
for the big houses and their events which were a big part of the calendar in
that part of the world before settling into a retirement of gardening in the allotment, reading the Sun, and living mostly on cigarettes and tea with three sugars in it.
His life was very different to mine separated only by the space of a couple of
generations. I was the first Harratt not born in Yorkshire, but far, far, away in
the deep south – Portsmouth. I then grew up in Hastings, a little further along
the coast, with my sister and parents, all very cosy and happy. Very middle
class and aspirational, good coffee, museums, and healthy outdoor activities.
I was pretty able at school, part of the public speaking society and the various
political groups. It was natural I went onto university and then the world of
work, starting in public libraries and then the theological colleges in Cambridge- very literate, very refined.
This meant that the process of discerning a vocation to ordained ministry was
remarkably easy. I was married, male and middle class, and well read to boot,
which meant that nobody really ever questioned whether I should be there or
not. I sort of fit the central casting idea of what a vicar should look like and
consequently sailed through it all, from selection, to training and then to curacy before I landed here in Bromley.
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It’s been nice, I have been housed and fed pretty well over the years, obtained degrees from some very fine institutions and largely led a life nothing
like that of my grandad – in truth the chances are I would have never met
someone like him if we hadn’t been related.
He wasn’t a church goer like many of the people he knew. One of the reasons
was often that stark divide between the life of the church and the life he led.
There was some research carried out for the ‘Talking Jesus’ project about 5
years ago. It looked at who goes to church. The summary was interesting – of
regular churchgoers:
81% have degrees, compared to general population rate of around 40%,
Churchgoers are most likely to work in health or education, least likely to be in
retail or transport.
They are disproportionately found in the South East and East Midlands. Not
so much in Yorkshire and the Humber.

And so for all these reasons, it was very strange to be in a part of the world I
knew, yet hadn’t visited for years, and yet to find myself in a place which was
so different to the life most people were leading outside the college gates.
Churches have a strong sociological and history bias – I have told my story a
bit today and you can see how well I fit in with most of the stereotypes. But
you can see how perhaps there are many who don’t fit so well.
It’s not just around questions of inclusion but that many churches have a subconscious divide – are you like us, do you fit in? Life shapes us a particular
way, and we want others to match in with that.
We as people are pretty good at assessing someone quickly and unconsciously – looking for the right traits – gender, accent, clothes, job, whatever it
is that matters. I tend to pass the tests, my grandad certainly wouldn’t have,
but that would not have bothered him, he was much more comfortable in his
working men’s club where the beer and bingo were cheap and where I stood
out a mile.
We all have those processes which are automatic which divide people for us,
it’s how we so often navigate the world, and how we form enclaves for ourselves which are never as diverse as we think. Crossing those boundaries
that we create is hard.
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That is what see however at the heart the gospel story today. Jesus and the
Samaritan woman. Now Samaritans and Jews had a great enmity between
them. Samaritans were the relations of those who were left behind at the exile
or those who were shipped into Israel to plug the gaps. Those who didn’t go
through the trauma of exile in the same way, who didn’t find a renewed focus
on the promises of God focussing on the temple, instead keeping to worshipping on the older high places. They were so close to the returning Jews, but
different enough in experience and tradition to be shunned. That they helped
Antiochus suppress the Jewish population later in history didn’t help either.
Two groups so similar, yet so different – that closeness and distinction leads
to some real bad feeling, like so many prejudices, you hate those who are
closest to you,
Even in the gospels it is relatively rare to see Samaritans mentioned positively, only John does it, and indeed there are stories of rejection of Jesus by Samaritans in Luke 9.

Yet Jesus here comes to an area he doesn’t need to, there were other ways
round, and engages with the Samarian woman, an outcast to anyone Jewish
by her nationality and by her adultery. Yet the recognition that Jesus engages
and comes to her and offers the living water the same as others is a key revelation.
You’ll remember a couple a weeks ago I talked about troubling inferences in
some interpretations of Jesus being a racist in his interaction with the gentile
woman with the sick daughter. Well that notion could certainly not be borne by
the Jesus we see here, going out crossing boundaries of respectability to be
with those who so many of his own people would despise. A God who is for all
is one of the fundamental ideas of our faith.
So explicit prejudice is bad, we know this don’t we, Jesus comes and shows
us a better way is the key message. The church often spends a lot of time being opposed to those who are most similar to us. The conference I went to
was for more catholic, indeed clergy and much of the talk was about the different factions and groups and how they all hate one another more than the
other wing of the church. We like to range against other churches, it makes us
feel good. But it cuts both ways. At that conference a church like this would be
dismissed as choral and floral, not proper really. This church has been dismissed locally as rich and stuck up – neither feels fair or right does it?
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But such things are out there and part of how we so often deal with others.
Prejudice exists, consciously or not. It is easy to be stung by the unfair critiques of others. But harder to recognise our own prejudices and weaknesses.
There is the story of John Newton, a slaver who converted to Christianity, renounced the slave trade and wrote that great hymn Amazing Grace. The thing
is he converted, and wrote Amazing Grace, that hymn about the saving power
of God that we still love today, whilst he was still shipping slaves. He composed it up on the deck, whilst people rotted in their own filth below.
And for a time he didn’t see a problem with that, nor did many devout people
of faith. But eventually he came to see this as deeply wrong and dedicated his
life to abolishment. For a time though he wasn’t aware of it.
He said this later in life:
“I am not what I might be, I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to
be, I am not what I hope to be. But I thank God I am not what I once was”.

We all have prejudices conscious or otherwise, and we all equally have the
hope that with prayer and contemplation on a God who embodies all that we
are not that we can change and grow into more in time.
In the meantime, we need to acknowledge that these things exist. That we
are no more fair or less prejudiced than the next person.
Beware of making decisions quickly because you are likely to be relying on
those biases. Take time to consider properly.
Question your rationale, many things are post hoc justifications. Is this the real reason why?
You can detect unconscious bias more easily in others than in yourself so be
prepared to call out bias when you see it. Keep one another accountable and
be happy to challenge and be challenged. Only by doing this with others will
we break out of those stories and easy assumptions life has given us.
Acknowledge prejudice, don’t hide it. Remember what Newton said, we have
the same hope that we are not as we should be, but thank God we are not as
we were.
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An update on children's activities in our Church from Matthew.
The Covid pandemic has been extremely difficult for young people at school and at
home. It has also been difficult for them at Bromley Parish Church. After the resumption of services following the first lockdown, it was decided that Little Fishes
and Angel Fish (our Sunday school) and the Family Breakfast Club should stop
meeting in person because of the risk of spreading infection to older and more vulnerable members of the congregation. To date we still have not resumed Little
Fishes and Angel Fish.
The ‘young church’ has continued to meet with a Family Breakfast Club over the
internet. Initially we met once a month. On those Sundays when we did not meet
we posted a service on the BPC Facebook page. This was less popular so we began meeting twice a month rather than once. We were also able to distribute activities for the Christmas and Easter celebrations.
After the second lockdown we began meeting outside under the marquee in the
churchyard. We now meet on the second and fourth Sundays of the month at 9am
for craft activities and a short service. Breakfast however remains ‘bring your own’
although for some this means a ‘MacDonalds’ breakfast! With winter drawing in we
are planning to start meeting in the rooms again and to start providing a cooked
breakfast. Everyone is invited but expect to do some colouring and glueing.
For children attending the church there are activities in the ‘Play and Pray’ corner at
the back of the church. James has invested in new play activities and is hoping to
update the books which are stored in the cupboards at the back of church. There
are also resource packs with activities for children.
Toddler praise has restarted on Tuesdays at 11am for 0 to 5 year olds, their parents, grandparents and carers. There are songs, bible stories, crafts, sensory play
& refreshments. Their last meeting before Christmas will be on the 14th December.
There will be activities and services for children and families at BPC this Christmas.
We are hoping that families will decorate a tree for the Christmas Tree Festival
from the 9th to 11th December. This will end with a Christingle Service at 4pm on
Sunday 12th December. The Christmas Carol Service will be on Saturday 18th December with a Crib Service on Christmas Eve.
The Children and Young People’s Committee have regularly discussed when we
should restart Little Fishes and Angel Fish during the Sunday Eucharist. Because
of the risk of spreading Covid infection we have decided not to do so currently but
will revisit this decision in the New Year, hopefully when the infection rates are lower. Frank Roddy also is hoping to restart Junior Choir in the near future.
My thanks to all those who have helped with the children’s activities at BPC in the
past and currently. Hopefully we will be able to return to our ‘normal’ activities in the
near future.
Matthew Young, 16th November 2021
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Regular readers will be familiar with the work of Footsteps International and
Ed Tree has kindly written the below about their MAD (Make a Difference)
Christmas campaign. Please note that orders must be made promptly for delivery in time for Christmas. A summary of the charity’s work also follows below. Please speak to Ed if you have any questions.
If you are struggling to think of a Christmas present for someone who already
has everything, one thing that might interest you is the Footsteps International
MAD project (Make a Difference). You can buy Christmas cards from them
for prices between £5 and £100. Each card buys something for a child at the
Home, £5 buys one month of school meals, £30 buys a term of primary education. I’m buying some for my grandchildren to help them understand the realities of life for some children and how fortunate they are. You can buy the
cards online or using the paper forms at the back of the church.
The work of Footsteps International
Since 2011, Bromley Parish Church has had a
relationship with Footsteps International, a
Christian charity. This charity helps children in
Kenya. Their main project is the Sunshine
Home. This cares for about 125 children. The
children may be orphans or street kids, who
have left their home because their families are
too poor to provide them with food. They survive by stealing food from market stalls or picking up scraps from rubbish heaps. Street boys
often die of disease, or may be lynched by
mobs if caught stealing. When they are found
Eric joined the Sunshine home in 2005
by the Home’s staff, they are invited to the
and is now studying at University
Sunshine Home, where they are cared for, educated and trained so that they can become
useful citizens.
At the end of each school year, some of the boys
graduate into University or technical school where
they are supported by the charity. Some examples
of the courses taken at the end of the last school
year are 3 went on to a Highway & Building Technology Institute, one started a degree course in
Tourism and Travel Management and one went to
Bible school. Some go on to start their own businesses. You can learn more about the children
and their successes the website https://
Samuel is taking a degree course in
www.footstepsinternational.org/ See the
Tourism and Travel Management
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‘About Us’ page for news.
The charity also runs the Tumaini Children's Home in Mombasa for 20 children, for both boys and girls. They provide school lunches for 350 children
and some text books at the Church on the Rock school in the slums of Nairobi. They even built some new classrooms. It’s a remarkable achievement for
a small charity run from Orpington by volunteers, who do not even claim travel expenses for their regular trips to Kenya.

Where Footsteps International Work

Where the money goes
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Below is a letter sent to Lynn to thank you all for your support.
We are writing to thank you on behalf of JusB for the recent ‘orange box’ donations from Bromley Parish Church. Please do pass on our grateful thanks
to all those concerned. We have very much appreciated the support over
many years. As you are aware, this scheme is coming to an end in its present format, but we hope to be able to continue it in the future as soon as we
can find a suitable replacement organisation.

On Saturday 13th November JusB was privileged to be invited to be part of
the Lord Mayor’s Show. We were invited to join the parade by the Worshipful
Company of Wax Chandlers. The float was designed by Make a Beeline and
was to show the importance of bees in our society. For weeks previous to
the day young people at JusB helped make candles and bees that were to be
displayed on the float and accompanying beehives which sat on electric cargo bikes. The float was also pulled by an electric bike. Two of our young people dressed up as bees (made by Tina our Youth worker) attended the parade. This was a great opportunity and one which were very grateful to be
part of.
Many thanks again
Best wishes
Ned McWhirter
Project Manager

Beekeeper Ned & JusB young people

Wax Chandlers Master & JusB young people
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26th December: On the Feast of Stephen
Everyone knows that it was on the feast of Stephen that ‘good king Wenceslas
looked on’. After all, it’s in a Christmas carol - but why? There’s nothing about
Christmas in it: a splendid young page who rustled up some flesh, wine and logs,
an old man out in the snow (’deep and crisp and even’) and a kindly monarch. But
Christmas?
The clue is in ‘the feast of Stephen’, which falls on 26th December, or ‘Boxing Day’,
as we know it. That, too, has nothing to do with Christmas, beyond the fact that in
the past people put a contribution in tradesmen’s boxes as a kind of Christmas present for their services during the year.
The Stephen whose feast day falls on the day after Christmas was the first Christian martyr. (You can read his story in the book of Acts). He was a member of the
church in Jerusalem in its very early days, and soon found himself involved with six
others in administering the allocation of food to those in need. The apostles, who
were the leaders of the church, felt that it wasn’t appropriate for them to abandon
preaching and ‘serve tables’, so they selected these seven to do the job for them.
Stephen, however, quickly revealed hidden gifts as an eloquent spokesman for the
Christian cause.
The Temple authorities, who had already had trouble with the apostles, were soon
alerted to this new and hitherto unknown evangelist. They decided to make an example of him, thus firing a warning shot, as it were, across the bows of the apostles
themselves. So, they arrested Stephen and accused him of speaking against the
two central elements of their religion - the ‘holy place’ (the Temple) and ‘the customs Moses handed down to us’ (the Law). It’s always dangerous to criticise a
monument or a custom!
Given the right to defend himself, Stephen instead launched into an eloquent and
at times biting account of Jewish history, culminating in the accusation that they
had committed the worst possible sin by killing the Messiah. Inflamed by his words,
his hearers abandoned any pretence of legal impartiality, rushing towards him and
dragging him out of the city to a place where they began to stone him to death. Stephen, the rank and file Christian, died under a hail of rocks for claiming that Mary’s
Son was the promised Messiah.
That is most probably the reason why the first martyr is honoured on the day after
we celebrate the birth of the Saviour. It’s a bit like the myrrh in the gifts of the Wise
Men - a reminder, as we celebrate, that the bitter shadow of a cross is never far
away from this story.

Saint’s Day plus Picture Parable, Puzzle, Mouse Makes, Bible Bite, Poems and Prayers
and other articles are courtesy of Parish Pump unless stated otherwise.
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Please use this space to pass messages on to the Church community – whether it
is a prayer request, a thank you, a craft idea, a recipe...

Church Rooms for hire.
Available for hire for meetings, study and Exercise Classes, etc.
We have varied, comfortable, no smoking accommodation with
kitchen facilities and disabled access and toilet facilities to the
rooms.

Rooms can be viewed on:
www.bromleyparishchurch.org
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Puzzles

Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews
(Exodus 25:9) (10)

DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5,
Lucerne. 6, Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14,
Incense. 16, Pilate. 19, Exist. 20, Save.

ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10,
Roes. 11, Captured. 13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar. 22, Amazing. 23, Settlement.
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Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm
34:8) (5)

7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught 2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues,
in a tree during
but the righteous
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South
America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in
Brussels, Nurse
Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and
unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone
‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his
well-known hymn
(7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who
married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of
his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and
pleasing to God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish
ritual (Exodus 30:1)
(7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will ____ his people

the

Sudoku:
Fit the numbers 1-9
into each row, column, and 3x3
square.
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Christmas Presence
(Isa 9:6, 7:14)
Unto us a child is born
To us a son is given…
And you will call Him Immanuel,
God with us.
Jesus, God actually with us.
God’s greatest gift,
Born into weakness and vulnerability,
Sharing life’s raw reality,
Family rows, family rejoicing,
Broken relationships, broken hearts,
Grief and great suffering,
Rejection and injustice,
Despair and death.

Christmas Rush

That time again, my trolley’s full
Buying all the Christmas fare,
A turkey crown, a rib of beef,
Crisps and nibbles, lots to spare.
Christmas crackers and serviettes,
Paper for wrapping and cards to send,
Nuts and oranges, figs and dates

The list goes on, there seems no end.
In all this rush it’s good to pause
And think about that special Day,

Yet through it all

When shepherds watched and angels
sang

Still the gift goes on

As a Baby lay in a bed of hay.

Revealing God’s grace and power
And peace to overcome.
This is a gift that cannot be wrapped,
That will never break
Or pass its sell-by date.
This is Jesus,
The greatest gift.
Receive God’s Christmas presence
And walk on with Him.
By Daphne Kitching

By Megan Carter
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Loving, Almighty God,
Thank you that You came into the darkness of this broken world on that first
Christmas night, pouring in your Light, in the person of your Son, Jesus.
Lord, so much of our world seems dark, still. So many dreadful things we
can’t make sense of: the on-going pandemic, acts of violence and injustice
against good people - innocent people, child poverty, employment problems,
broken relationships … so many difficulties. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed.
Lord, help us to focus on you this Christmas. Open our eyes to see your bigger, eternal picture. Help us to hear afresh the Good News that nothing and
no-one can ever extinguish your Light.
Jesus overcame the troubles of the world by His death and resurrection. Father may we re-connect with you, through Jesus, this Christmas and know
the Love, the Joy and the Peace, which are your Christmas gifts to us, as we
trust Him.
We pray in Jesus’ wonderful name, Amen.
By Daphne Kitching
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Nigel Beeton writes: “At Christmas we will listen to many familiar Bible passages.
The story of the shepherds, the wise men, the angels singing Glory to God in the
heavens. They are all so familiar to us, but we mustn’t let that familiarity lead us
into the error of disregarding their message. Of all these passages, none are more
important than those first few verses of the Gospel of St John, which will form the
climax of the services of lessons and carols.”
The Word of Light
The Word was in the beginning

The Word was with the Lord;
When the worlds were set to spinning
By that same Almighty Word.
Not a thing that was created
Was made without His will,
And His pow’r has permeated
Our world, and does so still.

In Him was life, and light eternal
To all men He gives His light;
Shining in the gloom nocturnal
Shines like day within the night!
And to men in sinful starkness
The Word in glory comes –
And the deep surrounding darkness
To the Word of Light succumbs!
Though by Him the world was moulded
When He came unto His own,
Yet mankind, in sin enfolded
Their Creator they disowned.
But for those who do believe Him –
Who see that He is right –
He makes those who do receive Him

Into Children of the Light!
By Nigel Beeton
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Your Gift of Life – at Christmas
Creaking on the staircase Noise outside my door A rustle in the chimney –
It’s ‘Santa-time’ once more.
St Nicholas is on his way
With all his Christ-life gifts
To fire every child-light with
The loving Christ-mass kiss.
In some he’ll place the gift of gold In others frankincense While others will be given myrrh All signs of God’s presence.
For in each earthly crib or bed
In squalor, comfort, splendour The Christ child has been placed again
To call the world to wonder.
So come you kings, come one, come all,
Come shepherds to the cradle stall
And hear the angels sing a-new
The heavenly song they sing for you.
Your God is in your gift of life The life He gives with love –
So take the gift and use it,
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it,
Let the Christ-life fire your spirit
That God in you may LIVE.
By Sam Doubtfire
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Wednesday 1st December
12noon – 2pm Church open for private
prayer
Thursday 2nd December
10.00am Healing Prayer meeting - prayers are said from homes
7.30pm Choir practice
Friday 3rd December
7pm-8.30pm Quarter peal of bells
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Sunday 12th December
Third Sunday of Advent
9.00am Family Breakfast Club
10.45am Parish Eucharist
4pm Christingle
No Choral Evensong
Monday 13th December
9am -12noon Bickley School Carol Service rehearsal
Tuesday 14th December
11.00am Toddler Praise
Sunday 5th December
5pm-9pm Bickley School Carol Service
Second Sunday of Advent
7.30pm Bell ringing practice
10.30am Parish Eucharist followed by
Wednesday 15th December
coffee and cake to raise funds for Apha9.30am-12noon Parish School Carol
sia Reconnect
Service rehearsal
Monday 6th December
2.00pm Service of Thanksgiving for the 12noon – 2pm Church open for private
prayer
life of Anne Townsend
8.00pm Standing and Finance CommitTuesday 7th December
tee
10am – 5pm Christmas Tree Festival set Thursday 16th December
up
9.30am – 5pm Parish School Carol Ser11am Toddler Praise
vice + rehearsal
7.30pm Bell ringing practice
7.30pm Choir practice
th
Wednesday 8 December
Saturday 18th December
10am – 5pm Christmas Tree Festival set 6.00pm Carol Service - candlelit
up
12noon – 2pm Church open for private
Sunday 19th December
prayer
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Thursday 9th December
10.30am All age worship with Commun4pm-7pm Christmas Tree Festival sup- ion
porting Bromley Relief in Need
4pm Blue Christmas – a service for
those who find this time of year difficult
7.30pm Choir practice
th
Tuesday 21st December
Friday 10 December
No Toddler Praise
2.15pm Fellowship
practice
4pm-7pm Christmas Tree Festival sup- 7.30pm Bell ringing
nd
Wednesday 22 December
porting Bromley Relief in Need
12noon -2pm Church open for private
Saturday 11th December
prayer
10am-7pm Christmas Tree Festival sup- Thursday 23rd December
7.30pm Choir practice
porting Bromley Relief in Need
With free festive film in the afternoon
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Friday 24th December
Christmas Eve
4pm Crib service
11.30pm Midnight Mass - candlelit
Saturday 25th December
Christmas Day
9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist
Sunday 26th December
Feast of St. Stephen
10.30am Parish Eucharist
Wednesday 29th December
12noon-2pm Church open for private
prayer
Friday 31st December
10.30am-1.30pm Peal of bells

Morning Prayer is said daily at 8.00am
in the Children’s Chapel
The Children’s Chapel is open daily for
prayer and an opportunity to light a candle
Church is open on Wednesdays between 12noon and 2pm for private prayer when consecrated bread is available
for those who wish to receive.
Updates to services and events will be
posted on our website
www.bromleyparishchurch.org
To join Sunday worship online please
visit our website
www.bromleyparishchurch.org and follow the link on our homepage.
Please continue to wear face masks in
the church building
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