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Dedicated to the memory of Martin Cleveland who wrote 

several articles for the Key amongst the many other things 

he contributed to our community.  

 

May he rest in eternal peace.  
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Vicar 

Reverend James Harratt 

vicar@bromleyparishchurch.org 

 

Anna Chaplain  

Reverend Sophie Sutherland 

07962 156673  

 
Parish Office  

Usual office hours: Monday - Thursday, 9am to 1pm 

020 8464 5244 – please use this number for all enquiries  

Contact: Lynn Hedges, Parish Administrator 

administrator@bromleyparishchurch.org 

 

Contributions/suggestions for the Key 

thekeyeditor@gmail.com 

Dear Reader,  

 

Welcome to the April edition of the Key!  

Wishing you all a very happy Easter.  

 

With love,  

 

Lisa 

mailto:administrator@bromleyparishchurch.org


Presidential Address by the Archbishop of Canterbury 

 

In his Presidential Address at the February sessions of the General Synod, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, spoke of the suffering across the world. 
The following are some short extracts from his address: 

 

“In September 2023, Antonio Guterres, Secretary General the United Nations de-
clared the world is coming off its hinges. How should we the followers of Jesus 
Christ respond? 

 

“Church of England Bishops at consecration commit to all sorts of things, some 
probable, some improbable, but they don't commit to suffer. By contrast, the 
Chaldean Church tells its Bishops that they will be the first to suffer...  

 

“And to add to what the Secretary General of the United Nations said, as Lord 
Cameron said recently, when he looks around at the world today as Foreign Sec-
retary, all the lights are flashing red. We live in a world of suffering. And unlike in 
the past, it is a world where we are aware of the suffering. 

 

“In Europe, the Ukrainian Russian war is frozen. And the suffering of the people 
in Ukraine has increased, not least because it has been replaced as the principal 
concern by the havoc and horror of the Levant and all that is going on in that ar-
ea.  

“But there is much more. Sudan… Myanmar… northeast India… the South Pacif-
ic… the Philippines... Korea... Pakistan… Nigeria… Mozambique … 

 

“Pope Francis a few months ago described what is already happening as a third 
world war. Right or wrong, he is describing a state of global uncertainty and great 
change. 

 

“Like all such periods, minorities are blamed for uncertainties, conspiracies are 
assumed where there is uncontrollability and leaders are criticised where the fu-
ture is hard to see.  

 

“In 1939, George Bell wrote an article on the behaviour of the Church in a time of 
war. 'What should the Church do in a time of war?' it was entitled.  

“His simple conclusion was that the right strategy…  is to be even more the 
Church. We must be even more the Church with all our challenges and difficulties 
and as we work through them … 
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“Suffering and enemies are faced best in communities that trust across divides, 
rather than in self protecting, and reinforcing huddles, because the very act of 
trusting across the divides builds our resilience and our ability to see the best in 
others...  

 

“At the end of April, we will have a meeting of primates of the Anglican Commun-
ion in Rome. There we will look at what the Communion could do to remain in a 
variable geometry of unity, but also an unvarying commitment of love in Christ. 
Those two expressions vary in geometry of unity and unvarying commitment of 
love in Christ offer us all a way forward in holy obedience to God. 

 

“God is our refuge. God is our refuge, not our politics and our organisations. They 
are realities of any structured life, of any institution, they're not evils, but God is 
our refuge, they never will be.  

 

“God is greater than our fears, than our enemies and in our failures. God is un-
breakably faithful to covenant and promise. When that is our comfort and peace, 
then in this world, at this time, off its hinges, we can in all our troubles, be truly 
the Church we should be, truly God's Church in God's world. 
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Saint’s Day plus Picture Parable, Puzzle, Mouse Makes, Bible Bite, Poems and Prayers 

and other articles are courtesy of Parish Pump unless stated otherwise. 
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3
rd

 April - Richard of Chichester, wanting to see more clearly, dearly and near-
ly 

 

Ever wonder where the prayer … ‘May I know thee more clearly, love thee more 
dearly, and follow thee more nearly, day by day’ comes from?  Richard of Chiches-
ter, a bishop in the 13

th
 century, wrote it. 

 

He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich, the son of a yeoman farmer.  But 
Richard was a studious boy, and after helping his father on the farm for several 
years, refused an advantageous offer of marriage, and instead made his way to 
Oxford, and later to Paris and Bologna to study canon law. 

 

In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon appointed Chancellor, where he sup-
ported Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his struggles against King Henry III’s 
misuse of Church funds.  After further study to become a priest, Richard was in due 
course made a bishop himself.  He was greatly loved.  He was charitable and ac-
cessible, both stern and merciful to sinners, extraordinarily generous to those 
stricken by famine, and a brilliant legislator of his diocese.  He decreed that the 
sacraments were to be administered without payment, Mass celebrated in dignified 
conditions, the clergy to be chaste, to practise residence, and to wear clerical 
dress.  The laity was obliged to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days, and to 
know by heart the Hail Mary as well as the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed.   

 

Richard was also prominent in preaching the Crusade, which he saw as a call to 
reopen the Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political expedition.  He died at Dover on 
3

rd
 April 1253.  In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with a chalice at his feet, 

in memory of his having once dropped the chalice at Mass!  One ancient English 
church is dedicated to him.   

 

And, of course, he is author of that famous prayer, now set to popular music, which 
runs in full:   “Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all the benefits thou hast 
given me, for all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for me. O most merci-
ful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee more clearly, love thee more 
dearly and follow thee more nearly, day by day.” 



Appreciating Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Three hundred years ago, on 7th April 1724, the German composer Johann Sebas-
tian Bach’s St John Passion was performed for the first time, at a church in Leipzig. 

 

It was put on as part of Good Friday Vespers at St Nicholas Church, having been 
transferred from St Thomas at the last moment by the music council. Bach, who 
had just turned 39, agreed to the move, while pointing out that the booklet had al-
ready been printed, there was no room immediately available for the musicians, 
and the harpsichord needed some repair. These problems were overcome. 

 

Bach was already highly regarded, but primarily as a harpsichordist and organ ex-
pert. Later seen as one of the best composers of all time – renowned for such 
works as the Brandenburg Concertos and his Mass in B Minor – he was one of a 
large family of north German musicians. He is widely praised as a great synthesiser 
of styles and traditions. 

 

The St John Passion, written during his first year as director of church music in 
Leipzig, was designed to be used as part of a church service. It follows John 18 
and 19 in the Luther Bible, but the writer of the libretto is not known. A possible ear-
lier Passion, written in Weimar, is lost. 

 

Nowadays the St John Passion is heard mainly in the 1739–1749 version, which 
was never performed in Bach’s lifetime, though he made many revisions to the orig-
inal before his death. 
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Sudoku: 

Insert numbers 1-9 in 

every row, column and 

3x3 box.  
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ACROSS 
8  ‘He poured out his life unto death, and 
was numbered with the — ’ (Isaiah 53:12) 
(13) 
9  ‘When they had sung a hymn, they 
went — to the Mount of Olives (Matthew 
26:30) (3) 
10 Comes between Galatians and Philip-
pians (9)  
11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with 
joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)  
13 Muslim holy month (7)  
16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)  
19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)  
22 How Abram described himself to God 
when he complained that his inheritance 
would pass to a servant (Genesis 15:2) 
(9) 
24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 
6:6) (3)  
25 Debar from receiving Communion (13) 
DOWN 
1  My — for His Highest (Oswald Cham-
bers’ best-known book) (6)  
2  Festival of the resurrection (6)  
3  ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a 
great army’ (Daniel 11:10) (8)  

4  ‘Let not the — string his 
bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)  
5  Name of the River Thames in and 
around Oxford (4)  
6  ‘From then on Judas watched for an 
opportunity — — him over’ (Matthew 
26:16) (2,4)  
7  ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over 
God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) (2,1,3)  
12 Long-handled implement used to till 
the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3)  
14 Order to which monks and nuns de-
vote themselves (8)  
15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3)  
16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)  
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled 
fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5)  
18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — 
and threw into the fire?’ (Daniel 3:24) 
(4,2)  
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to 
rest (Genesis 8:4) (6)  
21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with 
the world is — towards God?’ (James 
4:4) (6)  
23  Prominent architectural feature of 
large cathedrals such as St Paul’s (4) 
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Him and me 

(Jn21: Jn16:23) 

  

In the end it’s all about Him and me, 

And my relationship with Him. 

 

He fed me with fish,  

Caught at His command, 

He forgave me 

For my denials and my doubt, 

 

And He called me  

To emulate His feeding and forgiving. 

He called me to love Him 

And His sheep, 

To feed them, 

To make known His love. 

 

But in the end it’s really all about Him 
and me, 

And my relationship with Him. 

 

Never mind the others, He said, 

In this world you will have trouble, 

You will be persecuted 

And criticised 

And accused 

And undermined, 

But never mind, 

Never mind, 

Look up, 

Be steadfast, 

Never mind the others, 

 

You … follow me. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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The God who answers prayer 

 

There is a God who answers prayer 

Who intercedes before the throne, 

The Son of God who ever cares, 

Do not believe you walk alone. 

 

When life seems hard, no answers 
come 

He knows the path that you now tread 

Believe on Him though all seems lost 

He knows about the tears you shed. 

 

Hold on to Him who is your strength, 

Although it seems there’s no way 
through, 

Though pain and heartache both are 
near, 

Who holds the world holds also you. 

 

There is a day when all is clear 

A day when we all understand 

That all our lives but marked a way 

That led us to the Promised Land. 

 

By Megan Carter 



 
Prayer for April 2024 

based on John 20: 19-end 

 

Almighty Father,   

In these weeks after Easter, help us to receive afresh  

the new life Jesus’ resurrection makes possible.  

Lord, come to us. Walk through the locked doors of our fears. 

Bring us your peace. Fill us with your Holy Spirit. 

Send us onto our daily front lines to share your resurrection  

peace and hope and love with those who are lost and lonely. 

Thank you for meeting us in Jesus, our Lord and our God.  

We are your Easter people. Hallelujah. Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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The Rainbow 

  

The world was so wicked that God made it rain 

For forty long days and long nights 

The floodwaters covered both mountain and plain 

They covered the highest of heights! 

  

But Noah survived, because he – free from guilt 

Kept the Word of his God in his mind 

So he and his kin, in the ark he had built 

Lived with two beasts of every kind. 

  

They floated by night and they floated by day 

No sign of the land could they spy; 

Till at last came the day when the flood drained away 

And a rainbow was seen in the sky. 

  

And God said to Noah, “You see that bright bow? 

“That rainbow up there in the sky? 

“Now I’ve put it there as a sure sign to show 

“Of a promise twixt mankind and I. 

  

“In future you’ll know that I won’t make it rain 

“So the whole earth is flooded that deep. 

“Now the rainbow is there and will be  again – 

“And you’ll know that this promise I’ll keep.” 

  

On days when it seems that the rain just won’t go 

And the floodwaters fill us with fear; 

At last comes the sun and the bright coloured bow – 

Our God made that rainbow appear. 

  

By Nigel Beeton 
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The Children’s Chapel is open daily for prayer and Church is open for pri-

vate prayer on Wednesdays between 12.30pm and 2pm, consecrated 

bread is available for those who wish to receive. 

 

To join Sunday worship online please visit our website 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org and follow the link on our homepage. 

 

Updates to services and events are posted on our website 
www.bromleyparishchurch.org 
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Please note: 

On Wednesday 3 & 10 April, there will be private prayer but 
no midweek Communion.  

On Sunday 7 April there will be a 10:30am service but no 
8:30am Communion.  

 

For all other events and news, please refer to the pew sheet, 
available in Church or on the website.  

http://www.bromleyparishchurch.org
http://www.bromleyparishchurch.org

