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Vicar 

Reverend James Harratt 

vicar@bromleyparishchurch.org 

 

Churchwardens 

Martin Cleveland 

Jane Cleveland 

wardens@bromleyparishchurch.org 

 
Parish Office Hours: 9:30am to 12 noon 

020 8464 5244 – please use this number for all enquiries  

Contact: Lynn Hedges, Parish Administrator 

administrator@bromleyparishchurch.org 

 
For contributions to the Key, or if you would like to receive the Key by 
email, please contact thekeyeditor@gmail.com 

Dear Reader,  

Thank you for opening up the Key and I hope you enjoy this issue! It be-

gins with a reminder of a sermon delivered by Reverend James, and has 

updates from two great charities, CAP and Footsteps International. Marga-

ret has kindly written a book review, has anyone else read anything recent-

ly that they would like to recommend? I’d love to hear from you.   

Organ recitals will soon be returning to BPC and all the Holy Week and 

Easter services are detailed in the Diary Dates section, many thanks to 

Lynn for always providing this. Finally we can start filling our diaries with 

plans! 

There are also some lovely prayers and poems for this Easter edition, and 

the usual puzzles and illustrated Bible stories to keep you entertained!  

Wishing you all a very happy Easter.   

With love, Lisa. 

mailto:administrator@bromleyparishchurch.org
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The following sermon is from Reverend James, delivered in one of the excellent 
online services we have been enjoying throughout lockdown. Thank you James for 
allowing me to reproduce this in the Key for us to revisit.  
 
 
We step into this world with a cry. Although none of us remembers the moment, the 
first sound we uttered after leaving the warm and protected confines of our moth-
er’s womb was a loud protest. We enter, wailing. To cry is human. 
 
However, we aren’t the only part of the created order expressing sorrow. We see 
so many signs that things are not right in the world -  Death, loneliness, abuse, rac-
ism, gender violence, the list goes on and on.  
 
We don’t stop crying after we are born, we carry on because there is so much that 
can hurt us in this world and we need to do something with it.  
 
Common in the Bible is the idea of Lament – partly what we have done in this ser-
vice today. 
 
Lament is found through the Bible, a third of all the psalms are individual or com-
munal laments. The book of Lamentations weeps over the destruction of Jerusa-
lem. Jesus lamented in the final hours of his life. 

 
But lament is different than crying because lament is a form of prayer.  
 
Lament talks to God about pain.  
 
And it does it for a purpose, to express continued trust in the goodness of God 
amidst the storms of life and that there is something deeper underneath the froth 
and fear.  
 
Laments sort of have some common features which is helpful for us to note.  
 
Firstly they are addressed to God –  
 
Today, psalm 130: Out of the depths I have called to you, Lord, 

Let your ears be open to hear my voice. 

 
Key that the person suffering chooses to bring these things to God. 
 
What do they bring – their complaints, and boy can there be a lot of complaints, but 
it’s not just rehearsing anger at events but going through the iniquities and injustic-
es unflinching, not hiding it but laying out as it is.  
 
Why go through such a litany of woe? Because there is the expectation boldly that 
God might do something about it.  
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Why do that – well most Laments finish with declarations of trust in the unending 
goodness of God. Quite why is debated, some think that originally in the temple 
there might have been a break in the verses whilst a priest declared forgiveness, 
more likely however I think is that it represents instead the internal state of the 
psalmist, that through it all they can continue to trust in the goodness of God.  
 
You can see that in the end of psalm 130 we said today that the language moves 
towards renewing commitment to trust in God as we continue through the challeng-
es of life.  It is sorrow and grief tempered with a theology and trust that God works 
through all things and that the troubles we face are never the final word.  
 
To horribly misquote Alexander Pope: “To cry is human, but to lament is divine”. 
 
And yet we still experience pain and sorrow. Lament is the language for living be-
tween the poles of a hard life and trusting in God’s goodness. It’s not easy, it re-
quires conviction to sit there and lay out the messy struggles of your soul and then 
asking — again and again — for God to help you; it  requires a solid theological 
mooring.  
 
That mooring is seen in our gospel reading today. I mentioned Jesus’ lament at the 
beginning of this service, in the other gospels that is the scene of tortured praying 
in Gethsemane when he agonises over whether he can drink the cup before he is 
crucified. John doesn’t have that scene though – in John 18 Jesus goes to the gar-
den after a long discourse and is arrested. The decision to go that way happens 
not there but in our reading which is 6 chapters before in the gospel.  
 
Here, Jesus makes the choice  to go to his hour on the cross, here follows the pat-
tern of those earlier laments – acknowledging his worries- his soul is troubled, ad-
dressing them to God and declaring that he still trusts in the Father’s plans,  conse-
quentially there is the voice of the Father vindicating this trust.  
 
It is here that Jesus sets up what the cross does, judging the world and throwing 
out its ruler – one way to understand what John is conceiving here is that the world 
essentially is everything that is not of God and his kingdom, its ways of thinking 
which entrap, repress and stop us seeing other ways. The world where violence , 
misogyny, racism, and oppressive division are endemic, where the gulf between 
obscene wealth and even more obscene poverty grows and grows as they still con-
tinue to sit side by side each other in many places. A world where these things are 
so normalised that we very often do not notice them, until they cause us grief.  
 
One way to understand the cross which Jesus accepted here is that it is a refusal 
to live by those standards and workings and instead to say another way is possible, 
a way which shows the emptiness of much of what we take for granted, and cannot 
see beyond. Jesus points to another way of life, something we call The kingdom of 
God, which is not of this world and its ways of working, as Jesus will go on to say 
to Pilate.  
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Instead it works to a different vista and view, not in the same binaries and limits we 
do. You know the grand story-  creation, fall, redemption, and restoration – ultimate 
hope in challenge.  
 
Having confidence in that story being more life-giving and real than the woes 
caused in the emptiness of the system we face is the source and power of lament, 
to take our troubles and woes to God who can tell us that these things do not have 
ultimate power over us.  
 
As we come to terms with all that has happened over the last year, Lament is the 
most appropriate response, grief at the pain that has been caused, but doing so 
knowing that eventually all tears will be wiped from eyes and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.  
 
The world will be marked by tears. Children will continue to be born and their first 
cry will announce their arrival into a broken world, but not a world without hope.  
 
Finding hope to hold onto through challenge, is essence of lament, and perhaps 
where we need to be as a church. To cry is human, but to lament is Divine.  
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Martin and Mary Print, co-founders of Footsteps 

International 

Hatua kwa hatua (‘step by step’ in Kiswahili). 

For Martin, the journey began when his parents took 

him to Kenya at the age of four. Having spent all his primary school years there, he 

and his family relocated back to England. Martin vowed to return one day.  

In 1996, he kept his vow as he, with Mary and their two children, returned to Kenya 

for a holiday, loved it, and kept going back. Over time, there was less holiday and 

more mission as step-by-step we were drawn into helping disadvantaged people in 

a country we loved.  

Our first ‘project’ was supporting 12 or-

phaned / abandoned children who were be-

ing (badly) looked after in a ramshackle 

house in a dangerous area of Mombasa. Ini-

tially, we helped them out of our own pocket, 

but, as the number of projects we were in-

volved with grew, we set up Footsteps Inter-

national as a registered charity in 2002. 

In February 2004, we were taken by a Ken-

yan friend, Rev Simon Kinyanjui, to meet a 

group of street boys in Simon’s home town 

of Naivasha (about 2 hour’s drive from 

Kenya’s capital Nairobi). Simon’s heart 

was to help these boys, but he lacked the 

resources to do anything.  

We drove into the back streets of the town 

where we met a group of 30 or so boys 

ranging in age from about seven to over 

twenty. Some were tiny, some were taller 

than us. All were filthy, and the smell of 

glue that hung in the air was mind-

bending. While we talked to the boys, a 

waiter from the nearby hotel threw scrap-

ings from dinner plates onto a waste heap, and we watched in shocked astonish-

ment as the boys fell on the tip, raking over the remains looking for something to 

eat. 

We asked the boys if they would like help. Yes, they replied. Would they like a  

12 children in their ramshackle 
‘orphanage’ in Mombasa 

Martin and Mary Print meeting 
street boys in Naivasha 
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home with a clean bed to sleep in? Definitely. Would 
they like to go back to school? Of course. As we were 
about to leave, a boy with almond shaped eyes and a 
slightly lopsided mouth aged about 15 named Julius 
asked us how long it would take us to give them a 
home. Knowing that the children’s home in Mombasa had taken 2 years to build, 
we hesitated before saying, “Maybe 9 months?” The young man’s reply struck to 
our hearts, “But we are hungry today.” 

What can you do in a situation like that? We had come completely unprepared, so 

we did the only thing we could and handed the boys the supply of Haribo sweets 

our children had brought with them for the whole holiday. Later that day, we sent 

our driver back to the boys, armed with milk, bread and bananas. A few days later, 

Rev Simon started a feeding programme for them with some funds we left for him. 

“It is very easy to tell a street boy about the love of Jesus when you are giving him 

something to eat,” Simon remarked. 

Later that year, we built the first Sun-

shine Home on a field outside 

Naivasha lent by the Africa Inland 

Church. On the day the Home opened, 

around 50 street boys joined, including 

some whom were let out of the cells 

when the police found out it had 

opened. The staff made a pile of the 

boys’ filthy clothes and set fire to them, 

issuing them with clean, second-hand 

set after each had taken a shower. Jul-

ius, the young man who we had spoken to didn’t make it – he had been killed on 

the streets some weeks before. 

When we visited again in August 2004, a group of very happy, if rather excitable 

and poorly educated former street boys greeted us. It was many years before the 

staff revealed the huge ordeal they had endured in the first weeks that the Sun-

shine Home was open. The boys were used to street living and doing what they 

liked when they wanted. They were from different gangs (we hadn’t even known 

that they lived in gangs on the streets!), so they fought each other and threw 

stones at the staff who came to separate them. Rebecca (Rev Simon’s wife) told us 

that all the male staff had run away from the boys at one stage, leaving her to face 

them down (which she did!).  

Today, Footsteps International continues to support orphaned and abandoned chil-
dren in Mombasa, although the number has grown to 24. We now care for 140  

The Sunshine Home opened with 50 street boys 
in June 2004 



the   Footsteps International                            April 2021 

former street boys at the Sunshine Centre – 

25 were baptised on Sunday 14
th
 March 2021 

and added as full members of the Africa In-

land church.  

We provide free school lunches for 380 chil-

dren at two schools in the slums of Nairobi, 

and sponsor vocational training for 250 young 

people from disadvantaged families.  

Last year was challenging. As education 

ground to a halt, we ran an emergency pro-

gramme that supplied food and hygiene 

products to our street boys and their families, 

plus over 100 other severely disadvantaged 

families. In 2021, our projects have started to return to a ‘new normal’ with the 

threat of Covid still hanging over Kenya, as it is in so many countries. 

Psalm 119: 133 calls on God to “Direct my footsteps according to your word,” and 
as we look back over the past 20 years we give grateful thanks that He has brought 
us a long way ‘hatua kwa hatua’ - one step at a time. 

 

  Footsteps International 

  Registered charity 1091026 

  www.footstepsinternational.org  

We provide free school meals to 380 
children in Nairobi’s slums, boosting 

health and education 

Left: former street boy Samuel Kamau graduates with a degree in Psychology. Centre: Or-
phan Emily Nyongesa works as a nurse in a Mombasa hospital. Right: Francis Kamau 
trained as a welder and now supports his wife and child with his own business which em-
ploys two former street boys. 

http://www.footstepsinternational.org
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Come and See 

Stephen Cottrell (Archbishop of York) 

 

A very useful book which provides a pattern of Bible reading, reflection and 

prayer over 28 short sections. 

The book focussed on Peter because he shows us what a life of a disciple is 

actually like.  Like us he floundered and needs the saving touch of God to be-

come the person  he was created to be. 

I found this very approachable and it would be particularly helpful to those 

who have little Bible knowledge as it introduces the Bible in a simple way, 

though it could be a catalyst for prayer at any stage in discipleship. 

It is published by BRF (brf.org.uk) but also available from Amazon in Kindle or 

print.  

 

Margaret Elves 
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Organ recitals return to St Peter and St Paul 

It is over a year and a half ago that we were able to enjoy an organ recital at 

St Peter and St Paul so I am pleased to announce that we have two sched-

uled for the coming months.  Our regular Monday bank holiday recitals begin 

again on 31
st
 May when our recitalist will be Phoebe Tak Man Chow.  The 

Saturday morning concerts will also start again on 17
th
 July and the first of 

these will be a recital given by Alex Fishburn.  Both Phoebe and Alex are past 

assistant organists of the church.  They are both graduates of The Royal Col-

lege of Music and Phoebe also gained a Master of Performance degree.  

 After leaving Bromley Phoebe became Assistant Organist at St Alphege 

Church in Greenwich before moving, in 2017, to St. Fin Barres Cathedral in 

Cork as Assistant Organist and Director of Music.  She returned to the Brom-

ley area in 2019 and took up a position as Director of Music at All Saints’ 

Church in Orpington.   

Alex left St Peter and St Paul in 2017 and was appointed Organist and Choir 

Director at St George’s Church in Meopham before moving to Cheltenham 

where he is now Director of Music at All Saints’ Church. 

Both recitals begin at 11.30am.  There is no admission charge for either con-

cert but it will be necessary to obtain a ticket beforehand.  Details on how to 

do this will be available soon. 
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• Community champions: Do you know a businessman or woman who may wish 
to support our charity? I’d love to chat to them. I’ve seen an estate agency that 
supports a local charity - St Christophers Hospice has Community Champions, 
why can't we?  

• Since our inception in Bromley 21 clients or households have become debt 
free.  

• GOOD NEWS We raised £1400 + Gift Aid at our quiznight in January!  

• Two volunteers are being trained to run a CAP Life Skills Course in the coming 
months to be run from Unity Church, Orpington.  

• New CAP Job Club in Central Bromley CAP Job Clubs run an 8-week course 3 
times a year to help the long term unemployed find work. They will learn confi-
dence and skills in applying for jobs and have ongoing support till employed. 
Can you help please? We have a variety of roles available from Job Club 
Coach (training will be given) to welcoming the candidates and making the tea. 
If interested, please email Martin as above or the new manager Ralph 
Brandhorst at brandhorstr@gmail.com for more information.  

• New Manager for Job Club Orpington Grateful thanks to Terry Down who has 
retired from the role. We welcome Graham King as his replacement and wish 
him well.  

• We’re still looking for volunteers from central Bromley churches to give a warm 
and encouraging welcome on the first Job Club Course in Bromley hopefully 
starting in September. Sessions are likely to be one morning a week for 8 
weeks, this will give you a taster - you may even wish to be trained to be a Job 
Club Coach after this introduction!  
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• Praise God for the people who’ve become debt-free.  

• Praise God for the funds raised at our quiz in January.  

• Give thanks and pray for:  

  The volunteers training to run CAP Job Clubs in Orpington and Central  
  Bromley and a new CAP Life Skills course at Unity Church, Orpington.  

  Ralph Brandhorst and Graham King.  

• Ask God to nudge volunteers for the Job Club course in Bromley.  

• With the additional expenses of the courses being run please ask God for 
more regular monthly givers to Bromley CAP both through our partnership 
churches and through personal giving.  

• We’re looking for help with completing grant applications. Please pray that 
God will provide those with the right skills. Get in touch with martinpoint-
ing@capuk.org if you can help.  
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26
th

 April: Mark, disciple, apostle, writer of the second gospel   

 

Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of rest for Jesus and His 12 
apostles, is considered the traditional author of the second gospel. He is also 
usually identified as the young man, described in Mark 14:51, who followed 
Christ after his arrest and then escaped capture by leaving his clothes behind. 

 

Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became Peter’s interpreter. If so, 
then this close friendship would have been how Mark gathered so much infor-
mation about Jesus’ life. Peter referred to him affectionately as his ‘son’.   

 

Mark was also a companion to Paul on his journeys.  When Paul was held 
captive at Rome, Mark was with him, helping him. Mark’s Gospel, most likely 
written in Italy, perhaps in Rome, is the earliest account we have of the life of 
Jesus.  Mark died about 74 AD. 

 

Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was brought to Venice, whose patron he 
became, and there it has remained to this day. The symbol of Mark as an 
evangelist is the lion, and is much in evidence in Venice. 

Saint’s Day plus Picture Parable, Puzzle, Mouse Makes, Bible Bite, Poems and Prayers 

and other articles are courtesy of Parish Pump unless stated otherwise. 
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Please use this space to pass messages on to the Church community – whether it 
is a prayer request, a thank you, a craft idea, a recipe... 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church of England Daily Hope free phone line – 0800 804 8044 - 
please spread the word. 

The Church of England have set up a free phone line, available twenty 
four hours a day, particularly for those in mind who are unable to join 
online church services during this period of restriction. On offer are mu-
sic, prayers, reflections as well as full worship services from the Church 
of England at the end of a telephone. 
 

 

Church Rooms for hire. 

Available for hire for meetings, study and Exercise Classes, etc. 

We have varied, comfortable, no smoking accommodation with 
kitchen facilities and disabled access and toilet facilities to the 

rooms. 

 
Rooms can be viewed on: 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org 
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Wordsearch—can you find the words from the Bible Bite story in the grid? 
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Sudoku: 

Insert numbers 1-9 into 

each row, column, and 

3x3 box 
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Easter Prayer 

 

Dear generous, loving Father, 

How can we thank you for the precious gift of your Son Jesus, for His life of obedi-
ence and servanthood, for His choosing to die that agonising death on a cruel 
cross, so that we can be forgiven, and most of all for His death-defeating resurrec-
tion on the first Easter morning and the gift of His Spirit to those who put their trust 
in Him? 

We can’t possibly thank you adequately Lord, but we want to try! Thank you, thank 
you Father, that Jesus, our Servant-King is alive, Lord of heaven and earth - and 
yet still serving us, so that we too can live and serve. 

Help us to be your Easter people and live lives of faithful witness to the living Lord, 
empowered by your Holy Spirit, building in all that we think, say or do for your king-
dom to come. Hallelujah! 

Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching The Crossroad  

The road was hard, no turning back 

The way ordained by mighty God, 

‘Your will not mine’ was all He said 

As humbly down that path He trod. 

 

The crowd that cheered Him once with palms 

Began to shout for Him to die, 

They chose Barabbas in His stead 

And with one voice cried ‘Crucify!’ 

 

Between two thieves on Calvary’s hill 

They put to death the Prince of Life, 

One cried for help, the other cursed 

The first was promised Paradise. 

 

This promise now is for us all 

Christ gave His life to set us free, 

The cross divides, it always will - 

The question is: what side are we? 

      By Megan Carter 
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Nigel Beeton writes: ‘I’m sure for many people isolated at home the time since 
Christmas has hung heavy. It can be challenging to make the most out of eve-
ry day, and it is perhaps always a worthwhile exercise to consider our priori-
ties: 

 

Can it be Easter Already? 

  

Can it be Easter already? 

Can that be really so? 

The carols and the Christmas tree 

Don’t seem that long ago! 

  

Can it be Easter already? 

Do April showers splash? 

The weeks gone by since Christmas day 

Have gone in just a flash! 

  

Can it be Easter already? 

The time of Lent has passed 

The forty days and forty nights 

Went by so very fast. 

  

If it is Easter already, 

That time has sped away. 

Perhaps it’s time to ponder, pause 

And savour every day! 

 

By Nigel Beeton 
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Nigel Beeton writes:  The opening verses of John chapter 14 are very special 
to many of us, they certainly are to me. They bring us great comfort in this 
time of fear and uncertainty, and I hope that this little reflection upon them 
might do the same for others: 

 

The Way 

  

Come, still your hearts, let troubles go 

For you believe in Me, 

And I am with you, I will show 

The way ahead of thee. 

  

My Father’s house has many rooms 

You know my words are so! 

My Spirit and my Word illumes 

The way that you shall go. 

  

I am the Way, the Truth, the Life 

Believe and you shall see 

The way through tempest and through strife 

To My eternity. 

 

By Nigel Beeton 



 

the                  Prayers and poems        April 2021 

 

A Prayer before the Cross 

(Thoughts on the Passion of Christ) 

  

Dear Lord, my sin is mine and mine alone: 

That folly of my humanness which I must own 

As having moved against the best-self 

You, Lord, worked within my heart, 

‘til now my worst-self forms the greater part 

Of what I see, and you must judge. 

 

My Lord, it is no more than I deserve 

For I indeed do let old Adam hide 

Within the New Man you would forge. 

So, Lord, my sin, in each and every part 

Betrays that loyalty displayed upon the cross 

Before which I, in penitence, now plead. 

 

Dear Lord, forgive my fall from grace 

And as I look into your eyes 

Restore to me the robe of love you gave 

That I may walk, full face, along your way 

Towards our Father’s house 

Wherein a joyful welcoming will say - 

‘My child, now you are home at last.’ 

                                          

By Sam Doubtfire                                   

 



 
Church is open for public worship and 
private prayer.  

To reserve places for services visit 
the homepage on our website 
www.bromleyparishchurch.org where 
you will find the link or call the church 
office on 020 8464 5244 or James on 
020 8464 9462.  
Tickets are not needed for private 
prayer on Wednesdays between 
12noon and 2pm ~ consecrated 
bread is available for those who wish 
to receive. 

Please observe the safety measures 
whilst in church and also remember 
your face mask. 

Our services continue to be live 
streamed and can be found on our 
YouTube channel http://tiny.cc/
bromleyparishlivestream  and also 
our Facebook page www.facebook/
bromleyparishchurch.com  

Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer 

are said daily at 8.30am and 5.15pm, 

please join in from your homes.   

A service booklet can be found on our 

website at 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org, if you 

would like a paper copy please email 

the church office administra-

tor@bromleyparishchurch.org  

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 1
st

 April 

Maundy Thursday 

10.00am – 11.00am Healing Prayer 
meeting, prayers will be said from 
homes for the sick and those in need. 

8.00pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist 
– online only 

Friday 2
nd

 April 
Good Friday 

2.00pm An Hour at the Cross – online 
only 

Saturday 3
rd

 April 
No Starter Pack donations collection 
morning, postponed until further no-
tice 
 
Sunday 4

th
 April 

Easter Sunday  

6.00am The Easter Liturgy – in the 

churchyard 

9.00am Family Breakfast Club ~ 
Zoom, meeting details available from 
the parish office 
10.30am Easter Sunday Eucharist 

Wednesday 7
th

 April 

10.30am Prayer during the Day 

12noon – 2pm Church open for pri-
vate prayer 

Saturday 10
th

 April 

BPC Gardening Club postponed until 

further notice 
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Sunday 11

th
 April 

Second Sunday of Easter 

10.30am Parish Communion – in 

church and online 

Wednesday 14
th

 April 

10.30am Prayer during the Day 

12noon – 2pm Church open for pri-

vate prayer 

 

Sunday 18
th

 April 

Third Sunday of Easter 

9.00am Family Breakfast Club ~ 

Zoom, meeting details available from 

the parish office 

10.30am All-age Worship with Com-
munion – in church and online 

Wednesday 21
st

 April 

10.30am Prayer during the Day 
12noon – 2pm Church open for pri-

vate prayer 

 
Sunday 25

th
 April 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

10.30am Parish Communion – in 
church and online 

Wednesday 28
th

 April 

10.30am Prayer During the Day 
12noon -2pm Church open for private 
prayer 
 
 
 

Date for the diary 
APCM Sunday the 9

th
 of May fol-

lowing the 10.30am service 
 
 

Updates to services and events 

will be posted on our website 

www.bromleyparishchurch.org  

 
Here you will also find the pew 
sheet with meeting details for 
events taking place on Zoom. 
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