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A CIVIC SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Sunday 8th November 2026
10:50am

with
The Worshipful Mayor of the London Borough of Bromley
Councillor Christine Harris
The Deputy Lieutenant of the London Borough of Bromley
Geoffrey Thompson DL
The Chief Executive of the London Borough of Bromley
Mr Ade Adetosoye CBE

Members of the Royal British Legion
Members of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces
Members of Uniformed Organisations

The Bromley Temple Band of the Salvation Army
Bandmaster: Matthew Miles
The Choir of St. Peter & St. Paul Bromley 
Director of Music: Tom Robson

Service conducted by The Reverend James Harratt 
Preacher; The Reverend Laura Polaine






Please be seated by 10:35am. Music from the Salvation Army Band plays before the service. 

The congregation stands for the entrance of the Clergy and Civic Party

The Gathering
The minister reads the following sentences

God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble.
Psalm 46.1
This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning.
Lamentations 3.21-23

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
Micah 6.8
The minister continues

We are here to worship Almighty God, whose purposes are good, whose power sustains the world he has made; who loves us, though we have failed in his service; who gave Jesus Christ for the life of the world; who by his Holy Spirit leads us in his way.

As we give thanks for his great works, we remember those who have lived and died in his service and in the service of others, we pray for all who suffer through war and are in need; for those who continue to suffer the consequences of conflict, we ask for his help and blessing that we may do his will, and that the whole world may acknowledge him as Lord and King.

We remain standing for a hymn during which the standards are presented

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home;

Under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.

A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all its sons away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home. 
Isaac Watts (1674–1748) based on Psalm 90
Act of Remembrance
We remain standing whilst the minister says.

[bookmark: _Hlk54609273]Let us remember before God,
and commend to his sure keeping
those who have died for their country in war;
those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure;
and all who have lived and died
in the service of humankind.

Geoffrey Thompson DL says.

[bookmark: _Hlk54609287]They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

A cadet says.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them.

All affirm.

We will remember them.

The beginning of the two-minute silence is signalled by the playing of the last post.

The completion of the silence is marked by the Reveille.

The minister prays.


[bookmark: _Hlk54609324]Almighty and eternal God,
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,
either by death or life:
hear our prayers and thanksgivings
for all whom we remember this day;
fulfil in them the purpose of your love;
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
 We sit for the Prayers of Confession

[bookmark: _Hlk54605583]Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world;
its pride, its selfishness, its greed; its evil divisions and hatreds.
Let us confess our share in what is wrong, and our failure to seek and establish that peace which God wills for his children.

After a short silence, all say:

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. We have not loved you with our whole heart.  We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Vicar declares God’s forgiveness

Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     
Amen.


We stand for a Hymn

And did those feet in ancient time
walk upon England's mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
on England's pleasant pastures seen?
And did the countenance divine
shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
among these dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
I will not cease from mental fight,
nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
till we have built Jerusalem
in England's green and pleasant land. 

William Blake (1757–1827)

A reading from Scripture

John 15:9-15 is read by the worshipful mayor of the London Borough of Bromley

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
 Sermon  

The Reverend Laura Polaine, Assistant Curate of Ss. Peter & Paul, Bromley.

Anthem

Justorum animae in manu Dei sunt,
et non tanget illos tormentum mortis.
Visi sunt oculis insipientium mori,
illi autem sunt in pace.

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,
and the torment of death shall not touch them.
In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die;
but they are in peace.
Text: from the Book of Wisdom
Music: Sir Charles Villiers Stanford (1852–1924) 


Prayers of Intercession

Led by Mrs Charmaine Yip, Ordinand.

The Lord’s Prayer 
Together we pray

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

We stand for to our third hymn, during which the standards are returned.

Hymn
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord,
and where there's doubt, true faith in you.

O Master, grant that I may never seek
	so much to be consoled as to console,
	to be understood as to understand,
	to be loved, as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light;
and where there's sadness, ever joy.

Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving of ourselves that we receive,
and in dying that we're born to eternal life.

Sebastian Temple (1928–1997)
from a prayer attributed to St Francis of Assisi (1182–1226)

An Act of Commitment
The Kohima Epitaph is said

When you go home
tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow
we gave our today.

Then the following is said

[bookmark: _Hlk23762962]Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God
and our fellow men and women:
that we may help, encourage and comfort others,
and support those working for the relief of the needy
and for the peace and welfare of the nations.

Lord God our Father,
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind,
in the cause of peace,
for the relief of want and suffering,
and for the praise of your name.
Guide us by your Spirit;
give us wisdom;
give us courage;
give us hope;
and keep us faithful now and always.
Amen.

The National Anthem is sung. 

God save our gracious King.
Long live our noble King.
God save the King.
Send him victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the King.

Thy choicest gifts in store
On him be pleased to pour,
Long may he reign.
May he defend our laws,
And ever give us cause,
To sing with heart and voice,
God save the King.
The Vicar gives The Blessing
God grant to the living grace,
to the departed rest,
to the Church, the King, 
the Commonwealth and all people,
unity, peace and concord,
and to us and all God’s servants,
life everlasting; and may the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always.
Amen.

The Standards, civic party and clergy process out. Please remain in your seats until they have departed. All are welcome to join the wreath laying ceremony at the Memorial on Martins Hill.

THE LAYING OF THE WREATHS
The Vicar of Ss. Peter & Paul, Bromley introduces the Act of Remembrance

Geoffrey Thompson DL says.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

A cadet says
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them.

All affirm
We will remember them.

The beginning of the two minute silence is signalled by the playing of the last post

The completion of the silence is marked by the Reveille

The Kohima Epitaph is said

When you go home tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow we gave our today.

The Laying of the Wreaths

The first wreath is laid by the Mayor of the London Borough of Bromley, followed by the units, representatives of other organisations and members of the public as directed. 

The Blessing is given by the Vicar

The National Anthem

God save our gracious King.
Long live our noble King.
God save the King.
Send him victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the King.

Thy choicest gifts in store
On him be pleased to pour,
Long may he reign.
May he defend our laws,
And ever give us cause,
To sing with heart and voice,
God save the King.

The Civic Party and Clergy depart. 
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2008.  
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