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In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and his illusions about the Crusaders were shattered.
He went on to seek out the Sultan, and tried to convert him. Back home, he found his Order
was now 5,000 strong, and growing. Francis stepped down as head, but continued to preach
and was immensely popular. He died after a prolonged illness at 45, and was canonised in
1228.

Francis' close rapport with the animal creation was well known. The story of his preaching to
the birds has always been a favourite scene from his life. He also tamed the wolf of Gubbio.
This affinity emphasises his consideration for, and sense of identity with, all elements of the
physical universe, as seen in his Canticle of the Sun. This makes him an apt patron of nature
conservation.

The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis. Sadly, some films and
books caricatured him as only a sentimental nature-lover or a hippie drop out from society.
This ignores the real sternness of his character, and his all-pervasive love of God and
identification with Christ's sufferings, which alone make sense of his life.

October 18 St Luke the Evangelist

To St Luke, a gentile, we owe the beautifully written Gospel of Luke,
and the Book of Acts. He was a Greek physician, a disciple of St
Paul, a companion on some of his missionary journeys, and an
inspired writer.

Luke's gospel focuses on the compassion of Christ. His gospel
contains some of the most moving parables, such as the Good
Samaritan and Prodigal Son. This, with his emphasis on poverty,
prayer and purity of heart, make up much of his appeal to the
Gentles, for whom he wrote.

Women figure more prominently in Luke's gospel than any other:
look out for the extended story of the Virgin Birth, and stories of
Mary, Elizabeth, and the woman who was a sinner.

In Acts, Luke is remarkably good as linking sacred and profane
history, as subsequent archaeology has shown. A principal theme of his Acts is how the early
Christians moved away from Jerusalem into the pagan world, and especially on to Rome.

Luke is the patron saint of doctors, surgeons and artists (due to his picturesque style of
writing). His symbol is an ox, sometimes explained by reference to the sacrifice in the Temple
at the beginning of his Gospel.

If you don't believe in the devil's existence,

just try resisting him for a while.
Charles G Finney
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