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The Rooms Kneeler 
Worked by Garvin Beckett 
Shorter 1994 
 
The dedication on the back of 
this kneeler reads as follows: 
 
“This kneeler is dedicated to my 
mother Doris, who was buried in 
the graveyard of Orpington 
Parish Church in 1959. 
 
The design represents part of our 
church, the church rooms and 
has been created with the rooms 
committee very much in mind. – 
Len José, Alison Kay, Gillian Sammons, Frank Gates, Don MacKenzie, Margaret Blandford-
Baker and myself. 
 
In the picture the rooms are self-evident with the colour of the Lounge paintwork shining 
through the windows. On the left a tall Cedar tree towers high with its spreading branches, 
which overhang a garden seat. This seat was made with much fun and love by Peggy and 
Frank Gates, Tom Cownty, Don MacKenzie, Dr Ralph Skelton and myself and positioned in 
the sun for Peggy. You can see daffodils surround the base of the tree and the tombstones 
on the right hand side where the Dunn family and Canon Wilson are buried. 
 
The symbols that appear around the edge of the picture indicate parts of my ministry: The 
Cross of Jesus Christ; the Verge, used on special occasions to lead dignitaries such as our 
present Vicar, The Rev. Canon Peter Lock in procession; an electrical resistor used in the 
church electrical circuitry and the loudspeaker symbols proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. 
 
The sides of the Kneeler depict my being drawn to Christ through 30 years in the Scout 
movement (Baden Powell and the Fleur de Lys emblem), the playing of musical instruments, 
Violin, Piano and Organ and finally my recently composed hymn entitled “The Circle of Love” 
(Bromley Hymns No.42) with words by Margaret Thompson which centres on the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
I do hope that you enjoy using this Kneeler as much as I have enjoyed making it for you. 
 
Thanks be to God.” 
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God works in us and with us,  
not against us or without us. 

John Owen 


