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St Luke, Evangelist – 18 October 
To St Luke, a gentile, we owe the beautifully written Gospel of 
Luke, and the Book of Acts. He was a Greek physician, a disciple 
of St Paul, a companion on some of his missionary journeys, and 
an inspired writer. 
 
Luke's gospel focuses on the compassion of Christ. His gospel 
contains some of the most moving parables, such as the Good 
Samaritan and Prodigal Son. This, with his emphasis on poverty, 
prayer and purity of heart, make up much of his appeal to the 
Gentles, for whom he wrote. 
 
Women figure more prominently in Luke's gospel than any other: 
look out for the extended story of the Virgin Birth, and stories of 
Mary, Elizabeth, and the woman who was a sinner. 

 
In Acts, Luke is remarkably good as linking sacred and profane history, as subsequent 
archaeology has shown. A principal theme of his Acts is the how the early Christian moved 
away from Jerusalem into the pagan world, and especially on to Rome. 
 
Luke is the patron saint of doctors, surgeons and artists (due to his picturesque style of 
writing). His symbol is an ox, sometimes explained by reference to the sacrifice in the Temple 
at the beginning of his Gospel. In England 28 ancient churches were dedicated to him. 

 
Simon and Jude, Apostles – 28 October 

Jude the apostle and martyr warns us in 
his epistle that not all 'evil' comes in the 
form of obvious ghosties and ghoulies. 
He writes instead to warn the Christians 
of the greater danger of people who 
infect others with heresy and moral 
failure. He writes that they are nothing 
more than .... “blemishes on your love-
feasts...feeding themselves. They are 
waterless clouds carried along by the 
winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice 
dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, 
casting up the foam of their own shame, 

wandering stars, for whom the deepest darkness has been reserved forever.  
 
Such dangerous people can be frightening, but Jude also encourages his readers to 
remember “...him who is able to keep you from falling and to make you stand without blemish 
in the presence of his glory with rejoicing...the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, power and authority, before all time and now and forever....  
 
According to Western tradition, Jude and Simon went to preach the gospel in Persia, where 
both were martyred. 


