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The Key Questions...... 
Peter Spencer  

 
How old are you?  
50  
 
Where do you live?  
In Mottingham Village, about 10mins from 
the church by car (or nearer 30mins at 
Christmas!) 
 
Do other members of your family attend 
BPC? 
My wife, Rosemary, is an alto in the choir. 
Our children, Rachel and Matthew were 
both Head Choristers and members of the 
YPG. Rachel was the first girl chorister. 
Matthew is now a bell-ringer. 
 
  
What is your occupation? 
I am an ICT teacher (Information and 
Communication Technology, i.e. 
computers) at Eltham College Junior 
School. I have been at Eltham College for 
nearly 21 years now. 
 
Do you have any particular hobbies and 
interests? 
I enjoy music, languages and reading. 
Inspired by Sue Cox, I am currently 
reading “Harry Potter” in French! 

What are your musical tastes? 
Almost entirely classical “highbrow”. 
Favourite composers include Bach, 
Monteverdi, Messiaen, Duruflé and 
Howells. Maybe surprisingly, I have also 
enjoyed Enya and Kate Bush. 
 
Which radio station do you listen to?  
LBC or Radio 4. I love news and current 
affairs. 
 
What are your favourite television 
programmes? 
I watch television mainly for relaxation. I 
like quiz programmes (such as “Have I got 
News for You). When I was younger, 
Kenneth Clark’s series “Civilisation” made 
a great impression. 
 
Which famous living person would you 
like to meet and why? 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Seeing him 
only on television, he always exudes such 
warmth and joy, and he has been such a 
force for change and human rights in 
South Africa, along with Nelson Mandela – 
another great man. 
 
How long have you been worshipping at 
BPC? 
Nearly 19 years. Rachel was only 3 when 
we arrived in September 1985, Matthew 
was born about a month after our arrival. 
 
Do you have a specific role at BPC? 
I am Assistant Director of Music, usually to 
be seen in the distance up at the organ 
console, though sometimes a bit closer to, 
conducting. I have now served under three 
Directors of Music (Michael Bailey, Neil 
Cockburn and Henry Fairs) to all of whom I 
owe a great deal. 
 
Which other churches have worshipped 
at? 
After coming to London as a student in 
1972, I spent some 10 years as assistant 
organist at St. Margaret the Queen, 
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Streatham Hill and met Rosemary there. 
Then we moved to Mottingham, where I 
played the organ at St. Andrew’s Church, 
before moving to BPC in 1985. Over the 
years we have enjoyed worshipping with 
the choir in many different churches and 
cathedrals. One of the most inspiring 
places we have worshipped in is Quarr 
Abbey on the Isle of Wight, where my 
younger brother is a Roman Catholic 
Benedictine monk. The atmosphere is very 
special indeed in the abbey church. 
 
What were 'first impressions ' when you 
began attending BPC? 
It seemed very large, and quite daunting – 
full of self-confident people, but very 
friendly as well. Mary Walker was warden 
when we arrived and she guided us 
through our first few weeks – a good friend 
and a remarkable lady. Also we valued 
May Stevens and her devotion to our 
children, and to all the children over many 
years in the Sunday School. 
 
Is there any one aspect of the parish or 
worship do you particularly find 
attractive at BPC? 
There is a real family feeling about the 
church, with a wide age range of people 
who are all very friendly and could be 
relied upon in trouble. 
 
Is there any part of BPC that you feel 
could be seriously improved on? 
I wish more people could attend the “extra” 
mid-week evening services (such as 
Epiphany, Candlemas, Ash Wednesday). 
These often create a very special spiritual 
feeling and a time for quiet reflection not 
always so obvious in the busy main 
services. 
 
Do you think the Church should speak 
out on social issues or restrict it to 
spiritual matters only? 
The church is part of society, arguably the 
foundation of our Western society so I am 

sure it can and should speak out, but with 
sensitivity to those who have different 
views. 
 
Do you have a favourite prayer? 
I love the old prayer book words, reminding 
me of the time I spent as a child in a 
church choir. They seem to have a 
resonance and a depth lacking in the 
modern words. They also often remind me 
of musical settings of the words. 
One prayer that I have always liked, 
occurring as it did on what our Vicar used 
to refer to as Stir Up Sunday, is: 
 
Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, 
the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good 
works may of thee be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 


