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29" June - Feast of SS Peter & Paul

The two most famous apostles are remembered this month, for they share a feast day.

‘M StPeter (d: c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married
fisherman from Bethsaida, near the Sea of Galilee. He met Jesus
through his brother, Andrew. Jesus gave him the name of Cephas
(Peter) which means rock. Peter is always named first in the list of
apostles. He was one of the three apostles who were privileged to
witness the Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and
the Agony in the Garden.

When Peter made his famous confession of faith, that Jesus was the
Christ, Jesus recognised it as being the result of a revelation from the
Father. He in turn told Peter that he would be the rock on which his
Church would be built, that the ‘gates of hell' would never prevail
against it. Peter and the apostles would have the power of 'binding and

x> loosing', but Peter would be personally given 'the keys of the kingdom
of heaven Jesus also forewarned Peter of his betrayal and subsequent strengthening of the
other apostles. After his Resurrection, Jesus appeared to Peter before the other apostles,
and later entrusted him with the mission to feed both the lambs and the sheep of Christ's
flock.

Peter played a big part in the early Church, and is mentioned many times in the Book of Acts,
where in the early chapters he organised the choice of Judas' successor, preached with
stirring authority at Pentecost; and was the very first apostle to work a miracle. Peter went on
to defend the apostles' right to teach at the Sanhedrim, and to condemn Ananias and
Sapphira. It was Peter who first realised that Christianity was also for the gentiles, after his
meeting with Cornelius. Later he took a prominent part in the council at Jerusalem, and went
on to clash with St Paul at Antioch for hesitating about eating with Gentiles.

Early tradition links Peter with an apostolate and martyrdom at Rome. The New Testament
does not tell us either way, but Peter being in Rome would make sense, especially as Peter's
first epistle refers to 'Babylon’, which was usually identified with Rome. Peter's presence in
Rome is mentioned by early church fathers such as Clement of Rome and Irenaeus.
Tradition also tells us that Peter suffered under Nero and was crucified head-downwards.
There is no conclusive proof either way that St Peter's relics are at the Vatican, but it is
significant that Rome is the only city that ever claimed to be Peter's place of death.

St Peter was a major influence on Mark when writing his gospel, and the First Epistle of Peter
was very probably his. (Many scholars believe that the Second Epistle was written at a later
date.)

From very early times Christians invoked Peter as a universal saint. He was the heavenly
doorkeeper, the patron of the Church and the papacy, a saint both powerful and accessible.
In England there were important dedications to Peter from early times: monasteries such as
Canterbury, Glastonbury, Malmesbury, Peterborough, Lindisfarne, Whitby, Wearmouth, and
especially Westminster. Cathedrals were named after him, too: York, Lichfield, Worcester
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