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Rwanda Development Trust (RDT)   
 
Some of you may remember the disaster in Rwanda during 1994. It seems like yesterday! 
April 7th, 2004 will be the 10th anniversary of the Rwanda genocide. One million people, 
mainly Batutsi (but anybody who was not on the ‘side' of President Juvenal Habyarimana), 
were exterminated. And it all happened within 100 days. When the ‘International Community' 
decided to do something, it was too late. Few have been brought to book for these crimes 
and some are being protected in foreign countries by the same international laws that were 
supposed to protect the victims.  
 
While the UN was deliberating what to do in Rwanda, some of us decided to do whatever we 
could, however little, to assist the survivors of the genocide and other Rwandese. Here in 
Bromley, RDT was born out of the mess. Since RDT's formation, it has assisted (and 
continues to assist) projects in Rwanda. These are: 
 
Avega-Agohozo Project. 
(AVEGA stands for “Association of widows of Genocide”  
and AGOHOZO is their Kinyarwanda name meaning “Comfort”) 
Via RDT, grants were obtained from the National Lottery (now Community Fund) for medical 
help, and also from Comic Relief to support small-scale income generating projects. The 
Trust continues to support Avega as and when funds are available. 
 
Barakababo Foundation. 
In addition to sponsoring children, the Trust assists this organization with funds to make sure 
that Barakabaho's work in assisting the orphaned children and their foster families continue. 
Recently the Trustees approved a donation to Barakabaho to assist their programme on 
children rights and child protection. It is understood the Rwandese government has also been 
involved in this national scheme. 
 
Butare widows. 
Two years ago a substantial donation was given to widows in Butare via the Union of Baptist 
Church in Butare for agricultural income-generating projects. Last year RDT was asked to 
assist again but the Trustees were of the view that it could not financially sustain the 
proposed project. 
 
YWCA in Gitarama. 
Financial assistance was given to a widow's group in Gitarama for income generating 
projects. The women used the funds to purchase sewing machines. 
 
Present: 
The Trust continues to give financial support to Barakabaho children, Avega East (and of 
course Simbi, the child sponsored by YPG.) 
 
The Trust desperately needs funds for Simbi's medical treatment.  
 
Simbi is a young girl now aged 10 years who lost her parents and other siblings in the 
genocide. Her grandmother Fabienne looks after her.  
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Simbi's leg was cut with machetes during the 
genocide. Her grandmother says that it has 
been recommended that Simbi be treated 
outside the country, as there are no facilities to 
treat her in Rwanda. The Trust has been 
assisting the grandmother with Simbi's school 
fees but medical expense is beyond the 
Trust's current financial budget. The financial 
aspect of Simbi's medical treatment was the 
subject of discussion at the trustees meeting 
held on 15th November 2003. 
 
The Trust agreed to assist the Association of 
disabled people in Rwanda. We are seeking 
funds to assist their work. One of the trustees 
was in Rwanda in June 2002 and saw their 
work and it was considered appropriate that all 
efforts should be made to make a financial 
contribution to these people who are helping 
themselves despite their disabilities. 
 
It is not all doom and gloom in Rwanda. Within 
a short period, people in Rwanda especially 
the survivors have started to live again, 
starting from ground zero and despite 
economical, health and psychological 
problems they are building their county. One 
can hope for a better future generation. 

 
When I was in Rwanda in 2002, one could travel without fear of meeting manned roadblocks. 
Tourism is picking up; people can visit the Vurunga Mountains to see the gorillas. The 
Agakegera National Park is being rehabilitated. Rwanda coffee, one of the best is being sold 
by Traid Craft! Unfortunately underneath the masses of people walking the street of Kigali 
trying to make a living, the legacy of genocide is part and parcel of their day-to-day lives. This 
complex issue haunts any body associated in any way with that country. One can hope that 
what happened in 1994 in Rwanda will never happened again but same words were said in 
1945. 
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Goodness is stronger than evil; 
Love is stronger than hate; 

Light is stronger than darkness; 
Life is stronger than death; 

Victory is ours through Him who loves us. 
Desmond Tutu 


