KEY

Key Questions

The Key Questions......
Garvin Shorter

= s

How old are you?

As a premature ‘War baby’, not expected
to live, surprisingly and sadly | have
outlived several of my friends and
relations, younger than myself.  am 63
years of age.

Where do you live?

Apart from living in Brixton for 10 years |
have lived in Bromley. | have lived in
houses, bedsitters, flats and now, still living
in the Borough, | live in a delightful flat, as
many will testify, in ‘up market’ Penge.

Do any other members of your family
attend BPC?

Sadly, there seem to be few, if any,
connections with my family and the
Church. However, | do consider myself
fortunate, to have had several long-
standing close associations with many
friends at BPC. Some of these friends, |
still relate to as my ‘Church family’.

What is your Occupation?

| have worked in responsible positions in
Engineering and Production Control. This
training, | now realise, was to be the
groundwork for my role as Rooms and
Youth Centre Manager / Chairman. Both
roles | began in about 1983. | am now
retired.

What are your Hobbies & Interests?

To me, my hobbies have been very
important, offering a balance to the rigours
of a working life. They have predominately
revolved around people and have been
associated with my spiritual home: BPC,
Scouting, Music, Acoustic Engineering and
different aspects of Healing. Recently, |
have built a wooden seat for my sitting
room, thus indicating a relatively new
hobby, that of DIY.

What Radio Station do you listen to?

| am a man of mood and | enjoy listening to
the London Broadcasting Company LBC,
when | want news and views; Classic FM,
when | want to listen to classical music.
Occasionally, | will listen to Jazz FM and
during the early morning, | enjoy the style
of Radio 2 & 4.

Which other Churches have you
worshipped at?

| have lost count of the London Churches
and Cathedrals where | have worshipped.
My name is in the visitors book of a myriad
of local and distant churches and not all of
the Churches have been Anglican. Most
importantly, | have worshipped in
Churches in Israel, while on a Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land.

What are your favourite TV

Programmes?

| am extremely selective when watching
TV programmes. My favourite comedy
programme at present, is ‘Have | got News
for You’, featuring lan Hislop and Paul
Merton. Also, | enjoy quality documentary
programmes such as ‘Horizon’ and | enjoy
nature programmes produced by David
Attenborough. However, | detest the filth of
Billy Connelly on TV.

What are your Musical Tastes?

My musical taste is that of ‘Good Music’,
based on classical styles but enlarged to
encompass modern styles and idioms.
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Music by Verdi, Byrd, Tchaikovsky, Mozart,
Bach, Grappelli and Rutter are but a few
composers whose music | enjoy. However,
| have learned that there are numerous
other factors, which encourage my mind to
resonate musically. | like a good tune. |
enjoy the voice of a great tenor, like
Pavarotti and the popular singer Streisand.
| like the atmosphere of 5000 Voices
singing in the ‘Albert Hall, the acoustics of
our Church, enhancing a Soloist and the
skill of an International Organist like
Margaret Phillips. All offer special qualities
of sound and beauty.

Finally, | do particularly enjoy the sound of
the violin, when played by violinists such
as lda Haendel and Itzhak Perlman.
Throughout my life, | have been pro-active
in numerous aspects of music from which |
derived much enjoyment and | am ever
grateful for this interest for which | thank
God. However, | have also learned that |
detest the music of Messiaen.

Which famous, living person would you
like to meet, and why?

| once stood next to the great Archbishop:
Desmond Tutu. | was too naive and
scared, at the time, to even make small
talk with this important man and his wife,
despite having accompanied the worship
with the hymn: ‘He’s got the whole world in
his hands’, in our Church during Evensong.
| missed my opportunity and | would like to
redress the balance. | would be happy to
simply welcome Archbishop Tutu to BPC.
And if not Desmond Tutu, | would love to
meet Nelson Mandela. A great man, who
has suffered much, yet has risen to lead
and heal a split nation. Both of these men,
in my view, are great men.

How long have you been worshipping at
BPC?

| have been a Christian for 33 years,
initially as a member of St. Marks Church
Bromley. | still retain a ‘video’ of my aunt’s
wedding at St. Marks Church in 1947, in

which | appear as a choirboy when | was 7
years of age.

During the subsequent 25 years | have
remained a committed member of BPC

As a choirboy | remember visiting BPC
when the Queen laid the foundation stone
in 1949, but sadly, | missed seeing the
Queen.

Do you have a specific role at BPC?

My present role a BPC is simply that of
Verger. | am ‘resting’ from having been on
the PCC and having chaired, managed
and been associated with several
committees over many years. There are
few roles that | have not undertaken as a
member of BPC and | have amassed a
large collection of ‘T shirts’.

Is there any one aspect of the Parish or
Worship that you particularly find
attractive?

Having worshipped at BPC for so long, |
find the most attractive thing for me, is the
ease in which | am able to enjoy receiving
the Sacrament, meeting like-minded
friends and sometimes joining in
associated activities. Perhaps | am a little
like a chameleon.

What was your first impression, when

you began attending BPC?

My first impression of BPC was of a small
band of young musicians (Alison Kay, was
about 16 years of age and Gillian
Sammons was 13 years of age, then...)
struggling to play in tune and in time while
accompanying ‘Evening Worship’. | also
remember the young Curate announcing,
with a sense of enthusiasm and clear
vision ‘If you would like to help these
young musicians please see me after the
service’. Welll | was hooked. | couldn’t
refuse. During the following 12 years |
enjoyed practising music and
accompanying ‘Evening Worship’, with the
unique and wonderful ‘Bromley Parish
Church Folk Group’, an idea originally
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inspired and led by the Reverend
Hayward Osbourne.

Is there any part of BPC that you feel
has been neglected and should be
improved upon?

A ‘Living Church’ is always organically
changing and therefore | believe that we
should always be seeking improvements.
We must continue to strive to improve and
make our Church, faith and Christianity
relevant to all people in our Society. | do,
however, sadly miss the Christmas Eve
parties of yester year.

Is there any aspect within the C of E,
which you feel, is particularly

important?

One aspect of our Church life that | feel is
very important, and | feel strongly about, is
that of marriage. Having been involved
with hundreds of weddings, where couples
make life-long commitments in front of
God. It saddens me that, only shortly after
the marriage service, one out of two
marriages, evidently, break up. Our Church
in my view seems to focus, often on less
important issues; while the issues of
marriage and break-ups, seem to go
unspoken. | question if we have lost
valuable opportunities?

Do you think that the Church should

speak out on social issues or restrict it

to spiritual matters only?

Finally, | do believe that the Church should
speak out on social issues and not only
about spiritual matters, for | believe that
the Christian faith is a living faith. It is a
way of life and encompasses all aspects of
life. Not just a few selected aspects.

Christ is the still point of

the turning world.
T S Eliot

The Key Questions......
Yemi Adewuyi

How old are you?
28

Where do you live?
Bounds Green, London
Weekends at Shortlands

Do other members of your
family attend BPC?
Yes, my sister Temi.

What is your occupation?
Lawyer

Do you have any particular hobbies and
interests?
Shopping, traveling and meeting people.

What are your musical tastes?
Hip Hop & Rhythm and Blues
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Which radio station do you listen to?
Kiss fm

What are your favourite television
programmes?
Eastenders

Which famous living person would you
like to meet and why?

Roman Abrahamovic, | could use a few
million quid.

How long have you been worshipping at
BPC?
5 months

Do you have a specific role at BPC?
Not yet

Which other churches have worshipped
at?

Kingsway International Christian Centre,
Waterden Road, Hackney.

What were ‘first impressions ' when you
began attending BPC?

What a Church full of posh aristocrats!!!

Is there any one aspect of the parish or
worship do you particularly find
attractive at BPC?

| have come to cherish the opportunity of
taking Communion, it is a wonderful
opportunity to connect with God in a real
and intimate way.

Is there any part of BPC that you feel
could be seriously improved on?
You need more people my age.

Is there an aspect within the Church of
England, which you feel is particularly
important?

The Church should stay true to its core
values and teachings and not compromise
its doctrine in a bid to change with the
times.

Do you think the Church should speak
out on social issues or restrict it to
spiritual matters only?

Christianity is a way of life, thus the Church
has to reassert its social relevance. We
may not be of this world but we are in it at
the moment.

Is there any aspect within the Church,
which you feel has been neglected and
should be improved on?

No

Do you have a favourite prayer?
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
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