K EY Music

"Silent Night" may seem a peculiar title for
a music CD...

It takes me back to Christmas Eve 1999 to
a packed Village Church in Niderzimmern
near Weimar where Sonja and | were
sharing the organ playing at Midnight
Mass. The Church was tall and narrow
with two gallery levels (both full) and sat
high up at the organ console we were
surrounded by people on both sides.

The service was taken by a great friend of
ours Thomas Gel3ner and many of the
traditional German carols were sung:
Luther's "Vom Himmel hoch" & "Vom
Himmel Kam der Engel Schar" and of
course Gruber's "Stille Nacht".

By October 2000 | was living in Bromley and at Christmas | returned to Weimar to visit
Sonja. During my stay | arranged "Silent Night" for unison voices and organ and last year
BPC choir performed it at the Service of Nine lessons & Carols.

Leaving that packed Church Service in Germany and walking outside into the cold, dark
night is an image of Christmas that has remained with me and is the inspiration behind my
arrangement and the title of our choir-CD.

Silent night, Holy night,

Christ is here, all is light,
Shadows of the past are gone
with the advent of his son,
Born to save us all.

The CD features:

1 Once in Royal David’s city (arr. Cotterill) 13 Riu, Riu, Chiu (Mateo Flecha the elder?
2 Gabriel's Message [1481-1553]) solos: Ernest Yeo, John
(Traditional Basque, arr. Pettmann) Crook, Simon Kay, John Bryant, Hugh

3 Magnificat in G (Stanford) Jones, Malcolm Brown

solo: Robert Grisbrook 14 O little town of Bethlehem

4 Come, thou Redeemer of the earth (arr. Vaughan Williams/Armstrong)

(arr. Willcocks) 15 In the bleak mid-winter (Darke)

5 Adam lay ybounden (Roger Jenkins) solo: Anne Grisbrook

solo: Robert Grisbrook 16 Hark, the herald angels sing

6 Tomorrow shall be my dancing day (arr. Cotterill)

(John Gardner) 17 Silent Night (arr Henry Fairs)

7 - 10 Trumpet Suite in D major (Handel)

Overture - Gigue (Allegro) - Aire Recorded and produced by Gary Skyrme
(Menuetto) - March (Bourrée) Christmas Carols sung by Bromley Parish
11 O come, all ye faithful Church Choir

(arr. Willcocks/Cotterill) Henry Fairs — Director and Organ

12 Coventry Carol (Leighton) Peter Spencer and Richard Sands - Organ
solo: Heather Glansford With Mark Allen — Trumpet
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