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and colleague of Holst and a compiler of hymns that we all sing, as well as a noted collector 
of folk songs. 
 
`People look East', a French traditional tune, `Unto us a Son is Born', and a `Nativity Carol' by 
John Rutter start the second side, followed by `The Triumph of the infant Jesus' which has 
music and additional words by Malcolm Brown, then as now, as mentioned above, singing in 
the choir. The words are very moving and end with: 

"I hail the Christ our Saviour gladly,  
I make him welcome. The Christchild is among us  
How still he lies, safe in the arms of one 
Who with a mother's grateful heart  
Sheds one more tear of thanks to God." 

 
A carol called `Torches' is in the form of a rollicking ballad on the Bethlehem theme translated 
from the Spanish and ending: 

"Lo, he lives, the King of Heaven  
Now and evermore. Amen" 

The music is by Robert Long, whose son Timothy is named on the sleeve as singing in the 
choir. 
 
Another carol arranged by John Rutter, this time Cornish traditional, is called `The Sans Day 
Carol', followed by `A Spotless Rose' with music by Herbert Howells: 

"The rose which I am singing, whereof Isaiah said, 
Is from its sweet root springing in Mary, purest Maid; 
For through our God's great love and might, the Blessed Babe she  
Bare us, in a cold, cold winter's night." 

 
`Once in Royal David's City' fitly concludes this lovely disc. Interestingly, the treble soloist in 
the carol is James Blandford-Baker, whose father was chairman of the committee which saw 
through to completion the installation of the present Walker organ 10 or so years ago. 

The record sleeve has a 
coloured photograph of the 
then choir, which was 
taken by our old friend, 
and tireless church worker 
Tom Cownty, who is still 
using his photographic 
skills to record special 
church occasions.  
 
Anybody who happens still 
to have the equipment to 
play 33rpm 12" diameter 
records is welcome to 
borrow the disc.  
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