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Signs & Symbols: Porches 2 
Does everyone who calls at your house expect to 
come in? When I lived in the country we had a septic 
tank and each year a firm came to empty it and 
dispose of the contents. When I say a ‘firm’ that makes 
it sound rather grand: it was one man and his son. As 
you can imagine it was a bit of a messy job to put it 
mildly. I tried hard to look relaxed as I invited them in to 
have a cup of tea and then not to look too relieved 
when they declined to come into the house. 
 
The truth is, no matter how loving and generous we try 

to be there are some people, for various reasons, we really don’t want sitting on our sofa! 
 
Church is no different. The way we publicise our services, the warmth with which we greet 
people and look after them, whether they are visitors or regular church members, gives them 
each a message of how much we really want them in our ‘Church Family’. 
Remember Jesus saying that before we come to worship we should first go home and make 
up with those we have fallen out with? We need to enter his gates, so to speak, with that 
awareness in our minds. 
 
That’s where church porches really came into their own. This is the place where you make 
that final decision about coming into the church. Before you place your hand on the handle 
the question is there, ‘Am I ready to enter this Holy place?’ 
The porch was where penitents received absolution before entering the church; those 
breaking vows did penance, and those breaking marriage vows stood, wrapped in a white 
sheet. Women would have special prayers said over them here after the birth of a child 
(churched). The beginning of the Baptism service was held in the porch, before moving just 
inside the church to the font, which would have been the first object to the door. 
Marriage banns were read out loud from the porch as well as the start of the Marriage 
service. 
 
Before you enter a church have a think, ‘Are there things I need to do before I worship here 
today?’ Perhaps spend a couple of minutes in thought and prayer for yourself and all those 
who have stood before you in that place undertaking these various actions. 

�
���������������������
���������������������
���������������������
��������������������� ���
 

Honour the bereaved with a third world gift  
Development agency World Vision has launched an online catalogue offering bereaved 
people the chance to buy gifts for families in the developing world in remembrance of a 
loved one. Gifts at www.worldvision.org.uk are based on healthcare, education and 
agriculture.  
 
“We’re certainly not suggesting that people stop buying flowers,” says World Vision 
spokeswoman. “But it would be good to walk away from someone’s funeral knowing that 
people in the developing world had been given a real chance at life.” 


