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Vicar's Letter

In this edition
Michael Camp
writes a letter to
parishioners.

There is no
Commonground

article for August.

On the Way

To live is to learn and to live long
Is to learn much. That sounds very
profound doesn't it?..... and to a
degree it's true. Only to a degree
though because very often we
don't identify precisely what it is
that we have learnt. That's where
structured and organised
opportunities for learning have a
role to play and on 12" September
at the Parish Eucharist we are
going to celebrate and promote
such opportunities by having a
"Parish Learning Sunday."

On that morning we shall
principally do two things. First of
all it will be an opportunity to affirm
and thank the large number of
people who work with our
children’'s and young people's
groups. The work they do is crucial
and is often unsung. Indeed most
of them pay for the privilege by
missing out on worship
themselves. Thank %oodness for
such people. On 12" September
we shall indeed thank God for
them and we shall commend their
ministry into his hands and pray
his grace for them.

Our Parish Development Plan sets
great store by learning and
growing in the faith and it contains
the ambitious target of seeking to
get every single one of us
participating in some structured
learning. The other thing we shall
do on 12" September is to
promote opportunities for this. In
the main this means home groups
and the like but there are other
opportunities too.

We have a number of different
home groups working in a range of
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different ways so there should be
something for everyone. Some
read a book together and discuss
it; others begin with everyday
experience and reflect on it; others
still start with the Bible. I'd like us to
think about starting a daytime
group soon too, perhaps one which
some of our older members might
find useful. In addition to this there
are lots of places around the
country that provide distance
learning of a more challenging
nature.

Churches have always worked
hard to nurture children in the faith
but if we are really to be a learning
congregation we must recognise
that we can all grow in our
understanding however old we are
and we must give ourselves the
opportunity to do so.

Life is a journey
that no one
makes alone.
The more people
you touch
along the way,
the more meaningful
and rewarding

your time.
Anon




