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Shaggy dog story 
A clergyman was walking down the street 
when he came upon a group of about a 
dozen boys, all of them between 10 and 12 
years of age. The group surrounded a dog. 
Concerned lest the boys were hurting the 
dog, he went over and asked "What are 
you doing with that dog?" 
 
One of the boys replied, "This dog is just 
an old neighbourhood stray. We all want 
him, but only one of us can take him home. 
So we've decided that whichever one of us 
can tell the biggest lie will get to keep the 
dog." 
 
Of course, the minister was taken aback. 
"You boys shouldn't be having a contest 
telling lies!" he exclaimed. He then 
launched into a ten minute sermon against 
lying, beginning, "Don't you boys know it's 
a sin to lie," and ending with, "Why, when I 
was your age, I never told a lie." 
 
There was dead silence for about a 
minute. Just as the minister was beginning 
to think he'd gotten through to them, the 
smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, 
"All right, give him the dog." 
 
Exam Howlers 
The following excerpts are 10 and 11 year-
old answers to history tests and Sunday 
school quizzes. They were collected over a 
period of three years by two teachers. 
Read carefully for misplaced modifiers, 
grammar and of course, spelling!  
 
Moses led the Hebrew slaves to the Red 
Sea where they made unleavened 
bread, which is bread made without any 
ingredients. Moses went up on Mount 
Cyanide to get the ten commandos. He 
died before he ever reached Canada but 
the commandos made it 
  
Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world 
with a 100 foot clipper which was very 
dangerous to all his men. 

Solomon had three hundred wives and 
seven hundred porcupines. He was an 
actual hysterical figure as well as being in 
the bible. It sounds like he was sort of busy 
too. 
  
Socrates was a famous old Greek teacher 
who went around giving people 
advice.  They killed him. He later died from 
an overdose of wedlock which is 
apparently poisonous. After his death, his 
career suffered a Dramatic decline. 
  
Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the 
battlefields of Gaul. The Ides of March 
murdered him because they thought he 
was going to be made king. Dying, 
he gasped out "Same to you, Brutus." 
 
Joan of Arc was burnt to a steak and was 
canonized by Bernard Shaw for reasons I 
don't really understand. The English and 
French still have problems. 
  
It was an age of great inventions and 
discoveries. Gutenberg invented 
removable type and the Bible. Another 
important invention was the circulation 
of blood.  
 

 


